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Message from the Executive Director

Henry A. Moses, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Professor Emeritus

Meharry National Alumni
Association, Inc.

Alumni and Friends:

As we begin a New Year, we take this opportunity to reflect on the past year and plan for this one. Some 
of us make resolutions and do our best to stick to them. However, as time passes and activities grow stale, 
many of our resolutions are abandoned. We find that we do not have the time or become bored with what 
we had so ardently vowed to do. However, when I see the young people with whom we work daily and 
listen to their hopes and dreams, I find renewal. That, to a large extent, is what keeps me motivated! It keeps 
me supporting Meharry!

I also have faith in our institution and its leadership. One most significant milestone for the college, 
students, faculty and staff, is the recent announcement of the appointment of Rev. Dr. Kimbrough, J.D., 
to the position of Meharry Ombuds for the College.*  Rev. Dr. Kimbrough has served in the position of 
College Minister and Special Advisor to the President for United Methodist Church Affairs. She will 
continue in these roles. She has excellent rapport with Meharrians at all levels. Selection of her as Meharry 
Ombuds is, in my opinion, an excellent choice. I congratulate the college for offering her the position and I 
congratulate and thank her for accepting it.

I hope that one of your New Years resolutions is to become a better supporter of Meharry Medical College 
and the Meharry National Alumni Association in 2019. Please read the literature that we send you that you 
may stay abreast of the many exciting things that are happening at your institution. If you do so, I think that 
you cannot help but become an active participant in our efforts to make Meharry an even more relevant 
place for future generations.

May we please count on you?

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Henry A. Moses, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Professor Emeritus, Biochemistry

*The office of the College Ombuds was announced by Dr. James E.K. Hildreth, president and CEO on December 20, 2018.
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Staff
Henry A. Moses, Ph.D. 

Executive Director

Toya Covington 
Consulting Director, Finance and 
Business Operations (Part-Time)

Rahwa Mehari 
Assistant Director, Alumni Affairs

Mary Solomon 
Assistant Director, 
Alumni Chapter Development

Officers
Dawn B. Griffin, Ph.D., MSPH ’95 

President

Lewis Hargett, M.D. ’87 
President Elect

Jacqueline Wheeler-Coleman, M.D. ’90 
First Vice President

Ethel Harris, D.D.S. ’01 
Second Vice President

Angela Armstead-Gaskin, M.D. ’82 
Treasurer

Thomas Scott, M.D. ’82 
Secretary

Fernando Daniels III, M.D. ’87 
Immediate Past President
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Campus News

Students, Faculty, Alumni and Friends Assemble for the 143rd Convocation

Meharrians past and present gathered Monday, October 8, 
2018, for the 143rd Convocation of Meharry Medical College, 
opening the 2018-19 academic year. The event is an annual 
ceremonial assembly to mark beginnings, thank scholarship 
donors and recognize successes. Earlier at the college’s Donor 
Recognition Breakfast where providers of scholarships meet 
the students who receive them, it was announced that the 
college has awarded more than $2.5 million in scholarships this 
academic year.

Convocation speaker Jeanne Craig Sinkford, 
D.D.S., Ph.D., D.Sc., FACD, senior scholar in 
residence in the American Dental Education 
Association, and professor and dean emeritus 
at Howard University College of Dentistry told 
attendees in The Cal Turner Family Center 

for Student Education ballroom about changes in her field 
of dentistry and in medical and dental education, and how 
those changes would affect the careers of the students in the 
auditorium. “New discoveries make us realize that dentists 
no longer own oral health,” Dr. Sinkford said, making the 
point that medicine and dentistry are interconnected and 
health care is collaborative. “I’d like the students to know 
that Dr. [Marcus] Welby is dying,” Dr. Sinkford said, referring 
to the popular 1970s TV show about a general practitioner. 
She said the isolated physician in single private practice is 
being replaced by new care models that have more shared 
responsibilities.

Dr. Sinkford, a 1958 graduate of Howard University and the first 
woman dean of a dental school in the U.S.—also at Howard 
from 1975-91—said she is heartened by the fact that women 
now play a major role in health professional schools with 50 

percent or more of the enrollment. “It’s wonderful for 
me to see…When I was admitted, they let us know they 
didn’t want us.” She pointed to the fact that all three of 
Meharry’s deans of the schools of medicine, dentistry 
and graduate studies are women.

Dr. Sinkford told students beginning their Meharry 
careers, “I don’t know why you chose Meharry, but I do 
know why Meharry chose you. You will be the leaders 
and instruments of change in the communities where 
you will serve…Your patients will come to you not only 
for their health care but they’re going to come to you 
to help solve the problems in their communities that 

limit their aspirations.”

Awards were presented to distinguished Meharry alumni at the 
Convocation, one from each of the college’s three schools. The 
Axel C. Hansen, M.D. ’44 Distinguished Physician Award from the 

School of Medicine was presented to Kenneth 
Williams, M.D. ’86 whose Mississippi practice and 
business and community efforts resulted in the 
saving of a community hospital. Dr. Williams is a 
fourth-generation Meharrian, and his daughter, 
Schuyler Noelle Williams, M.D. ’17, maks five 

generations for the family. “I’m not standing by myself,” he said. 
“There are a lot of ghosts that are along with me that are glad to 
see someone in my family receive this.”

The Harold D. West, Ph.D. Distinguished 
Biomedical Scientist Award from the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research was presented to 
Dr. James Eric McDuffie, Ph.D. ’98, who, among 
his many accomplishments, is a renowned 
toxicologist in the pharmaceutical industry.

The Fred C. Fielder, D.D.S. ’60 Distinguished 
Dentist Award was given to Henry L. Young Jr., 
D.D.S. ’87, MS, FADI, an attending dentist at 
MetroHealth System’s Department of Dental 
Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio and former 
chairman of Meharry Medical College School of 
Dentistry’s Department of Operative Dentistry.

The college also honored Valencia P. McShan, 
D.D.S., assistant professor in the Department 
of Restorative Dentistry with Meharry’s 
Distinguished Exemplary Teacher’s Award.
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For Reunions in 2019, A New 
Approach—

While Reunion Week 2019 continues to celebrate those 
classes commemorating their decade and semi-decade 
reunions—this year, those years ending in 4 and 9—
we’ve also reached out to those classes on either side—
3s and 8s and 5s and 0s. Because of the comaraderie that 
existed with those whom graduates followed and those 
who preceded them, organizers thought it would be 
worthwhile to include these classes during reunion week. 

Also new this year: the Reunion app for your smart 
phone. Keep up with Reunion events and any 
announcements of changes to the agenda that occur 
during the week. Available for reunion attendees only. 
Download the app here:    

https://bit.ly/2Gn9l1C

See the schedule for Reunion Week 2019 on page 23, 
and the list of reunion agents and class agent liaisons on 
pages 20 and 21.

Contact Michelle Viera at 615.327.6045 for details on 
Reunion Week 2019.

Agreement with U.S. Army Opens New 
Doors for Meharry Research

On October 25, 2018, Meharry Medical College entered into a 
Cooperative Research and Development Agreement, or CRADA, 
between Meharry and the U.S. Army Research, Development 
and Engineering Command (RDECOM) setting the stage for 
collaboration in biomedical research and innovation between 
the organizations. 

The agreement was established to advance research and 
development in bioinformatics and data science. Meharry and 
the Army will collaborate on research, share resources and 
ultimately accelerate the transfer of federally-funded tech to the 
private sector across shared areas of interest. 

In remarks to those gathered for the signing, Maj. Gen. Cedric 
T. Wins, commanding general of U.S. Army RDECOM, said 
collaborations with institutions like Meharry give the military a 
“better chance of getting home safely to our loved ones.” 

Meharry President James E.K. Hildreth Sr., Ph.D., M.D. 
described the collaboration between Meharry and the Army 
as an effort to “protect the protectors” during remarks at the 
signing ceremony. 

“Meharry has a long and proud history of collaborating with 
government and industry to solve the health challenges facing 
our world’s vulnerable populations,” Hildreth said before the 
occasion. “Meharry scientists will now have the opportunity to 
work alongside the best research minds in the armed services 
to pursue crucial breakthroughs in bioinformatics.”

Also on the dais was Meharry alumnus Eric L. Moore, Ph.D. ’92, 
director of the U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical Biological Center. 
Under the first Joint Work Statement, Meharry will work 
with ECBC, the nation’s principal research and development 
resource for non-medical chemical and biological defense, to 
improve the speed and accuracy in which viruses are identified 
in clinical samples.

Dr. Hildreth, Maj. Gen. Wins and Dr. Moore

Opioids Roundtable Looks at 
Education and Treatment 

Commissioner Marie Williams with the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
discusses issues and statistics in the state at the Opioids 
Roundtable presented October 19, 2018 by Meharry’s 
Department of Family and Community Medicine.
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Evan Joseph 
Fourth-Year Dental Student

At two-o’clock in the morning, fourth-
year dentistry student Evan Joseph was 
called in. It was just this past summer 

in Houston and Joseph was on an externship at 
Houston’s Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical 
Center, and he was on call for oral maxillofacial 
cases.

“This particular patient was an 83-year-old and 
he had been diagnosed with glioblastoma,” Joseph 
said—a terminal brain tumor. “He had been 
intubated and his son said he had a few teeth that 
had been broken off.” The son wanted to find out 
if the teeth were broken during intubation. 

“When we walked in the room, I remember seeing 
the scar on his head,” Joseph said. “My mother 
had the exact same scar.”

Evan Joseph is a student in Meharry Medical 
College’s School of Dentistry. When he was 
24, his mother discovered she had stage-four 
glioblastoma. She died one month later. 

Joseph had been considering a health care career 
for a while. When he was a high school senior, 
he shadowed a radiologist at Erlanger Hospital 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee—the same radiologist 
that would be on his mother’s treatment team.  
“It brought me full circle.” He said he was 
considering both medicine and dentistry and 
the process eventually brought him to oral 
maxillofacial surgery.

Joseph attended the University of Richmond on 
a football scholarship as a defensive back—the 
team won a Division I national championship 
his first year there, and injuries kept him from 
considering going pro. “I kind of had in my mind 
that I was leaning towards going to medical 
school,” Joseph said. “It wasn’t until spring break 
of my senior year that I shadowed a dentist in 

S C H O L A R S H I P 

S T O R I E S

These two dedicated Meharry students are paying  
for the opportunity to serve.  

Their stories are the norm for medical and dental 
students who deserve your generosity.
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apply to a dental school, Meharry was at the top 
of the list.

When Joseph was a child, he lived in Nashville 
and his father was the vice president of business 
and finance at Fisk University in the late 1990s. 

Each summer, he 
attended Fisk Mini 
College—a summer 
camp for youth 
ages 5-12—and 
the educational 
component exposed 
him to Meharry, 
just across the 
street. “When I 
applied it was so 
natural,” he said. 

Joseph said he’s 
grateful for the 
Meharry experience 
and the emphasis 
on personal 
inclusion of the 
Meharry motto: 
Worship of God 
through service to 
mankind. “Here, 
we are establishing 
the standard of care 
that we want to go 
above and beyond 
for our patients—
these people are in 

need, and without us, who will see these people? 
That’s kind of what pushes me everyday.”

Joseph said Meharrians serve those who 
cannot help themselves. “I believe I have a 
social responsibility to serve those who are 
underserved.”

Atlanta for the week. I confirmed my interest in 
dentistry during that time.”

One of the things that impressed him, Joseph 
said, was that the dentist he shadowed had to be 
many things: a psychologist, a communicator, a 
therapist. “Just seeing her interaction with the 
patients really kind of struck me.” She was able to 
reinforce her relationships with her patients, he 

said, so they were “willing to move forward with 
their care.” He was also intrigued with the team 
atmosphere around the clinic. “Football’s a team 
sport, I see that she was almost in a sense the 
captain, but also, you have to be a team player 
at the same time.” The dentist also worked with 
an underserved community in Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, which also appealed to him. After he 
graduated, he moved to Atlanta and worked as a 
dental assistant for two years while studying for 
the Dental Admission Test. When it came time to 

“Here, we are 
establishing the 
standard of care 

that we want 
to go above 

and beyond for 
our patients—
these people 
are in need, 
and without 

us, who will see 
these people? 
That’s kind of 

what pushes me 
everyday.”
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“I loved it but it was something burning inside,” 
Brady said. “I saw a lot of gaps in terms of 
continuity of care.”

And so, after four years of pharmacy school at 
Howard University, a brief career as a pharmacist 
and an already heavy load of student debt, she 
had a moment of truth. “I was like, ‘I think it’s 
time to go back.’” 

Going back meant coming to Meharry Medical 
College’s School of Medicine. 

A Chicago, Illinois native, Brady said that while 
she was pursuing her undergraduate degree at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, medicine 
began to work its way into her psyche—even 
though she had decided on pursuing pharmacy. 
“I used to be in a lot of premed classes,” she said. 
“I was introduced to the whole medical field…
and I was kind of in awe of all the things they 

S C H O L A R S H I P  S T O R I E S
Meharry graduates—both dental and medical—
find themselves paying for the opportunity to 
serve with the massive six-figure student debt 
that accompanies them. Scholarships help to 
relieve the pressure of educational cost for dental 
and medical students. “It’s definitely stressful,” 
Joseph said. “I have 59 other people in my class 
[the entire dentistry class of 2019] that are going 
through the same thing.” 

The fact that someone who doesn’t even know 
him is helping support him is special. “It lets me 
know that there is a strong network…that wants 
to see other Meharrians succeed.”

Joseph said he has much to say in appreciation—
particularly to alumni giving back. “I would say 
thank you for what you do,” Joseph said. “You 
have started the alumni experience right now…
It’s important that we start the alumni experience 
the first day students step on campus to make sure 
that when they’re fourth year [students] they’re 
thinking about giving back.”

Joseph said he hopes to find himself in an oral 
surgery residency after graduation—it’s where 
he sees his calling. He said he looks back on the 
Houston experience with the glioblastoma patient 
as pivotal.  “Here he is having brain surgery but 
yet we’re making sure he can still smile at the end 
of the day. It confirmed that I am doing what I 
should be doing.” 

Ashanta Brady
Third-Year Medical Student

Ashanta Brady loved her chosen career as 
a pharmacist, but the more she took care 
of those who came to her, the more she 

knew there was more that she could do. 
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were learning and pursuing and the opportunities 
after.” Brady said she once met with her dean 
about her interest in things medical. She told the 
dean: “I love pharmacology, I love the study of it, 
I love people, but I’m also really loving diagnostic 

techniques and the 
whole other allied 
health science field 
and collaborating 
as a true team.” The 
dean asked why she 
didn’t just go to 
medical school? But 
pharmacy won out. 
When she began to 
work in the field, 
she saw the other 
side of health care.

“A lot of people 
would come to the 
pharmacy instead 
of going to their 
doctor. We can’t 
diagnose. We 
can’t prescribe. 
I was seeing so 
many gaps.” 
After four years 
as a practicing 
pharmacist, Brady 
said, she realized 
that she could be 
more effective as a 
physician.

Brady said she applied to three medical schools, 
all historically black colleges and universities: 
Howard, Morehouse and Meharry—all with an 
expressed mission to people in need.  

Brady said she was eight-months pregnant when 

she interviewed for medical school. “I’m kinda 
like waddling on campus, people looking at me 
like ‘what is she doing here?’” But, when she came 
to Meharry, she said she knew she was where she 
was supposed to be. “I could feel it when I first 
stepped on campus…I could feel the energy and 
the strength…I knew I had to come here.”

Brady said the decision to go back to medical 
school did not come without cost. “My parents 
instilled in me at a very young age that if you 
have education, you have something that’s 
priceless.” Now, in her third year, she said she has 
no reservations about the earlier path through 
pharmacy. “I don’t regret it. I learned so much.”

Now a single mom, after attending two 
professional schools Brady said she’s a little over 
$300,000 in student debt now, and expects to 
be close to $450,000 when she finishes. “To be 
honest, every time I look at it, I go, ‘Oh, man.’”

Scholarship dollars come heavily into play, and 
her value as a physician with a strong pharmacy 
background is well worth the investment. Brady 
said she said she hopes to thank those who have 
helped defray some of that financial burden. 
“That’s what keeps me going…it keeps me 
working very hard. 

“I appreciate the belief that people have in Meharry 
and the people and the students. I can’t say thank 
you enough,” Brady said. “I don’t know if any of 
these donors really know my story or what I’ve been 
through, but the fact that they still give without 
even knowing me is just amazing to me.”

Brady said that if she could she would remind all 
of the scholarship donors how appreciative the 
students are of their generosity. “They’re really 
touching the future and also instilling a sense of 
pride in what I think everybody’s duty is to one 
another, and that’s helping humanity.” 

When she came 
to Meharry, 

Brady knew she 
was where she 
was supposed  

to be.  
“I could feel 
it when I first 
stepped on 
campus… 

I could feel 
the energy and 
the strength… 
I knew I had 
to come here.”
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Meet those at the MNAA who make sure former Meharry  
students can maintain strong ties to their Alma Mater.

Henry A. Moses, Ph.D. 
Executive Director

Henry A. Moses, 
Ph.D. joined the 
faculty of 
Meharry Medical 
College in 1964, 
appointed 

assistant professor of 
biochemistry. He rose through 
the academic ranks to full 
professor and was appointed 
professor emeritus in 2002.  He 
has been consultant to the 
National Institutes of Health, 
The National Science 
Foundation and the American 
Cancer Society.  He was chair, 
and served on the Medical 
School Admission Committee for 
many years, and was a co-
founder and co-director of the 
Fisk-Meharry Joint Program in 
Biomedical Sciences for a 
number of years.  

Dr. Moses has been active in 
the Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc. for over two 
decades.  He currently serves as 
executive director.  He spends 
much of his time advising young 
scholars who aspire to enter the 
health sciences profession.  He 
is also known for his financial 
support of Meharry, the alumni 
association and Meharry 
students.

He was granted life membership 
in the Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc. in 2008.

Mary Solomon 
Assistant Director of Chapter and 
Membership

Mary Solomon, 
assistant director 
of chapter and 
membership, 
assists the 
executive director 

in the operation and maintance of 
the Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc.   

She is responsible for completing 
deposits of all funds received by 
the association (membership, 
special giftvs and scholarships).  
She manages and coordinates the 
Annual Alumni Golf Tournament 
and processes most of the 
communications of the executive 
director.  She maintains and is 
responsible for the dissemination of 
information regarding scholarships 
to both students and donors.

Rahwa Mehari 
Assistant Director, 
Alumni Affairs

Rahwa Mehari’s 
primary role is to 
strengthen lifelong 
relationships 
between alumni and 
Meharry Medical 

The staff of the
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College by creating and nurturing 
opportunities for meaningful 
alumni engagement.

Rahwa participates in 
the planning of alumni 
events scheduled during 
Commencement-Reunion 
weekend and the conventions of 
the National Medical Association 
and National Dental Association.  
She is the primary point of 
contact for the student-sponsored 
Cadaver Ball.

She also serves as office manager 
which includes both on- and 
off-campus communication with 
various Meharry constituents.

Toya Covington 
Consulting Director, Finance and 
Business Operations 

Toya Covington, 
with the assistance 
of consulting 
accountant Nelson 
Dixon, is 
responsible for the 

fiscal management of the 
Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc. She keeps track 
of all funds received and 
disbursed by the association, and 
also guides the executive director 
in matters pertaining to local, 
state and federal taxes.  One of 
her major annual tasks is to 
calculate the annual earnings of 
each individual named 
scholarship in the composite 
General Scholarship Fund of the 
association to advise the 
executive director on how much 
each scholarship has earned.

Dawn B. Griffin, Ph.D., MSPH ’95 
President 

A proud 1995 
graduate of 
Meharry Medical 
College, Dr. Dawn 
Beatrice Griffin 
currently serves 

as the national president of 
the Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc.  As a financially 
active and engaged alumna, Dr. 
Griffin has served on the Meharry 
Board of Management for more 
than 12 years.  She also serves as 
an alumni trustee on the Board of 
Trustees for the College.  

Dr. Griffin’s love for public 
health was sparked as a student 
at Meharry while working for 
the “I Have a Future” program, 
created by Dr. Henry Foster, to 
educate disadvantaged teens 
in the Nashville community 
about responsible sexual 
behavior, positive self-image 
and the importance of going to 
college. She currently is a health 
communication specialist at the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  Dr. Griffin reports 
results of research to various 
stakeholders via presentations, 
coordinates with federal agencies 
on CDC-wide communication 
products, serves as program 
manager for an annual 
national conference on health 
communication-marketing and 

media, and represents the CDC at 
center-wide meetings established 
to facilitate health communication 
programs and activities. 

Dr. Griffin is a member of 
the American Public Health 
Association, The Delta Omega 
Honor Society – Public Health 
Honor Society and The National 
Commission for Health Education 
Credentialing, Inc. She is an active 
member of the Girl Friends, Inc., 
the Magnolia (Georgia) Chapter 
of The Links Incorporated, and 
the National Alumnae Association 
of Spelman College. She also 
serves as one of the lead mentors 
for Spelman College’s Sister2Sister 
Mentoring Program.

Lewis Hargett, M.D. ’87 
President

Lewis Hargett, M.D. 
is a Meharry 1987 
graduate. After 
medical school, he 
completed 
residencies and 

internships in internal medicine and 
physical medicine and rehabilitation 
at the University of Louisville in 
Louisville, Kentucky. Currently, Dr. 
Hargett  is member of the Meharry 
Medical College Board of Trustees 
and 2017-2019 president-elect of 
the Meharry National Alumni 
Association. He is a board certified 
physical medicine rehabilitation 
physician in Louisville, Kentucky 

The Officers
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and has practiced for over 25 years. 
Also, he has been featured in the 
Greater Louisville Medical Society 
as a “Top Doctor” and in the 
Louisville Medicine Magazine.

Dr.  Hargett is a charter member 
of the Meharry Medical College 
Kentucky Alumni Chapter and 
continues to serve as president. 
Under his leadership, the Kentucky 
Meharry Medical College Alumni 
Chapter has been honored as 
Chapter of the Year six times, 
Meharry National Alumni 
Association 2012 Alumni of the Year 
and a member of the Royal Society 
and the Guardians of Our Legacy.    

In addition to Dr. Hargett’s 
involvement with Meharry, 
he is a  member of several 
medical, professional and social 
organizations. To name a few, he 
is president of the Louisville Falls 
City Medical Society Chapter of 
the National Medical Association, 
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical 
Society, past president of Sigma Pi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. Psi Boule chapter, 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
life member, the 100 Black Men of 
Louisville, Kentucky Colonel and 
major in the U.S. Army Reserve.  

Jacqueline Wheeler-Coleman, 
M.D. ’90, MSPH 
First Vice President

Jacqueline Wheeler-Coleman, M.D. 
’90, MSPH is board-certified in 
general preventive medicine and 
public health and is currently the 
first vice president of the Meharry 
National Alumni Association, Inc.  
She also is the current president of 

the Metropolitan Nashville Chapter 
of the Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc. and is a valued 
member of the medical staff at the 
army facility at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky.

Ethel Simmons-Harris, D.D.S. ’01 
Second Vice President

Ethel Simmons-
Harris, D.D.S. ’01 is 
assistant professor 
in the Department 
of Restorative 
Dentistry and the 

oral health provider at the Meharry 
Community Wellness Center.  A 
native of Nashville, Tennessee, Dr. 
Harris attended Tennessee State 
University.  Dr. Harris knew at an 
early age that she was 
commissioned to service and 
decided that dentistry would be her 
arena.  From public health care, to 
private practice, to academia, she 
has dedicated her life to providing 
oral health care to the underserved. 

Dr. Harris is an advocate for safe 
practices as, related to women, oral 
care, addiction and HIV/AIDS.  
She serves on various boards and 
committees and has received awards 
and research grants. Dr. Harris 
co-authored the book Memoirs of 

Faith, a collaboration of women 
sharing their journeys of faith.  She 
believes that faith is the key to 
success and success is the impression 
you make in the life of others. 

Dr. Harris is second vice president 
of the Mehari National Alumni 
Association.

Angela Armstead-Gaskin, M.D. ’82 
Treasurer

Angela Armstead–Gaskin, M.D. 
’82 is treasurer of the Meharry 
National Alumni Association. Dr. 
Gaskin is currently an emergency 
department attending physician 
at Nashville General Hospital at 
Meharry Medical College.  Her 
undergraduate years were at Fisk 
University earning a B.A. degree 
in biology.  She is a 1982 graduate 
of Meharry Medical College.  
She completed her residency at 
Southern Illinois University and is 
board certified in family medicine.

Dr. Gaskin is a member of several 
civic and social groups and has 
enjoyed many years of volunteering 
with medical missionary groups 
throughout Haiti and Belize.

Thomas A. Scott, M.D. ’82 
Secretary

Thomas A. Scott, 
M.D. ’82, MMM, 
FAAAAI, FACAAI is 
medical director and 
chair of medical 
specialties at the Via 

Christi Clinic, a large multispecialty 
group medical practice in Wichita, 
Kansas. He is an ex-officio member 
of the Via Christi Clinic Board. Dr. 
Scott completed a Master of 
Medical Management degree at 
Carnegie Mellon University, Heinz 
School of Public Policy in 2017.

In 2015, Dr. Scott was named 
to the Meharry Medical College 
Board of Trustees as well as to 
the University of Kansas Medical 



School 4-Wichita Board. He holds 
an appointment as professor of 
medicine at the Kansas University 
School of Medicine in Wichita.

Dr. Scott received his B.A. 
in biology from Wittenberg 
University in Springfield, Ohio. 
He completed an internship, 
residency and served as chief 
resident of internal medicine at the 
Western Reserve Care System in 
Youngstown, Ohio.

A National Health Service Corps 
Scholar, Dr. Scott completed four 
years in clinical practice as a 
general internist, before accepting 

and completing a sub-specialty 
research fellowship at the National 
Institutes of Health, National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases in Bethesda, Maryland. 
He continues to practice as a 
clinical consultant in the area of 
allergy, asthma and immunology.

He is a diplomate of the National 
Board of Medical Examiners; 
the American Board of Internal 
Medicine and the American 
Board of Allergy, Asthma, and 
Immunology. Dr. Scott also is a 
fellow of the Academy of Allergy, 
Asthma, and Immunology and 
the American College of Allergy, 

Asthma and Immunology. He is 
a founding member of the Center 
for Multi-Cultural Competence 
in Health Care Organizations 
(CMCHO), an organization 
devoted to improvement in the 
health status of all Americans 
through understanding and 
embracing cultural competence.

In 2016, Dr. Scott became a 
member of the College’s Guardians 
of our Legacy—those who have 
given $100,000 or more to 
Meharry.He is a life member of 
the Meharry National Alumni 
Association, Inc., and currently 
serves as its national secretary.

Of the many financial needs of Meharry Medical College, one fund 
supplies the most essential areas of operation — The Vision Fund.
This fund is composed of unrestricted gifts to the college — gifts 
without strings attached. It’s the life-blood of the institution.

The Vision Fund bridges the gap 
between other revenue sources like 
student tuition, clinic revenues and 
restricted gifts and grants.
It allows for flexibility to target special 
needs and is nimble to react to 
unforeseen circumstances and 
opportunities.
Your gift to The Vision Fund enables us 
to be the best stewards of the mission 
of Meharry to educate future physicians, 
dentists and researchers to care for all—
especially the underserved. We believe 
that health equity is central to alleviating 
suffering. The Vision Fund is KEY to 
Meharry’s continued success.
When you give, you empower us to 
be better at what we do. Give us the 
resources to do just that. You’ll have our 
abiding gratitude and the thanks of all 
Meharrians.

1005 Dr. D.B. Todd Jr. Boulevard
Nashville, Tennessee 37208
Call 615.327.6723
or give online at www.mmc.edu
Click on “GIVE NOW” and note “Vision Fund”  
in the designation field.

13
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Student Applicants 
by School

Student Applicants Number %
Medicine 7,068 67
Dentistry 3,410 32
Graduate Studies 
    and Research (Ph.D.) 51 <1
Graduate Studies 
    and Research (MSPH*) 43 <1
Total 10,572 100%
* Master of Science in Public Health
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Degrees Granted 
by Program,  2018

 Number %
Medicine 102 47
Dentistry 53 25
Doctoral  (Ph.D.) 4 1
Master of Science 
     Public Health (MSPH) 19 9
Master of Health 
     Sciences (MHS) 38 18
Total 216 100
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Degrees Granted  
by Gender, 2018

 Number %
Male 80 37
Female 136 63
Total 216 100
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Student Applicants Trend by School,  
Fall 2009-2018

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Medicine 4,646 4,660 5,002 5,304 5,473 6,262 7,572   7,687 6,806 7,068
Dentistry 2,015 1,885 1,835 1,961 1,721 1,805 2,083 2,272 2,578 3,410
Ph.D. Program 40 40 45 68 43    40      37      51 22 51
MSPH Program* 55 73 67 91 47    53      41      43 41 43
MSCI Program** 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 6,756 6,661 6,952 7,424 7,284 8,160 9,733 10,053 9,447 10,572
*Master of Science in Public Health  **Master of Science in Clinical Investigation, ***Master of Health Sciences

Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Enrollment, by Ethnic Origin, Fall 2018

 Graduate Studies and Research 
Ethnic Origin Medicine Dentistry (PH.D.) (MSPH*) (MHS**) Total

Black, 375 191 33 34 49 682
Non-Hispanic (80%) (80%) (89%) (94%) (100%) (80%)

White,  39 27 1 1 0 68
Non-Hispanic (8%) (11%) (3%) (3%) (0%) (10%)

Asian/Pacific 23 9 0 1 0 33
Islander (5%) (4%) (0%) (3%) (0%) (5%)

 28 9 3 0 0 40
Hispanic
 (6%) (4%) (8%) (0%) (0%) (4%)

 4 1 0 0 0 5
Native American
 (1%) (1%) (0%) (0%) (0%) (1%)

 469 237 37 36 49 828
Total
 (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%)
* Master of Science in Public Health   **Master of Health Sciences
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Facts and Figures
Statistics from the Meharry 2018 Fact Book
Show Strong Growth Trends for the College
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Admitted First-Year Students  
by School, Fall 2018

 Number %
Medicine 130 49
Dentistry 63 24
Graduate Studies and Research (Ph.D.) 6 2
Graduate Studies and Research (MSPH*) 19 7
Graduate Studies and Research (MHS**) 49 18
Total 267 100
* Master of Science in Public Health
**Master of Health Sciences
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Enrollment by School, Fall 2018

 Number %
Medicine 469 57
Dentistry 237 29
Graduate Studies and Research (Ph.D.) 37 4
Graduate Studies and Research (MSPH*) 36 4
Graduate Studies and Research (MHS**) 49 6
Total 828 100
* Master of Science in Public Health
**Master of Health Sciences
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018

Postgraduate Training 2018 
School of Medicine Residents

 Number %
Internal Medicine 45 41
Family Medicine  16 15
Psychiatry 23 21
Preventive Medicine 6 6
OB/GYN 11 10
Occupational Medicine 6 6
Sports Medicine Fellowship 1 1
Total 109 100
Source:  School of Medicine as of October 2018

Enrollment by School and Gender, 
Fall 2018

Enrollment by School and Gender Male Female
Medicine 212 (45%) 257 (55%)
Dentistry 94 (40%) 143 (60%)
Graduate Studies and Research (Ph.D.) 16 (43%) 21 (57%)
Graduate Studies and Research (MSPH*) 14 (39%) 22 (61%)
Graduate Studies and Research (MHS**) 20 (41%) 29 (59%)
Total 356 (43%) 472 (57%)
* Master of Science in Public Health
**Master of Health Sciences
Source:  Banner System as of October 2018
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From the Courier Eco Latino 
Newspaper, Columbus, Georgia 
Reprinted by permission

by Wane A. Hailes

Spend five minutes with Dr. 
Thomas N. Malone and you 
will realize he is a treasure 

trove of information. Today he is 
the longest serving black doctor in 
Muscogee County. By mentoring 
and assisting young doctors who 
come to the city he continues to 
“pay it forward” as his mentor, Dr. 
M. Delmar Edwards did for him 
when he first arrived. 

Originally from Montgomery, 
Alabama he grew up attending 
rallies where he listened firsthand 
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He 
knew Ralph David Abernathy 
before he became involved 
with King and the civil rights 
movement. His family lived so 
close to King’s that when his home 
was bombed some of the windows 
in the Malone home were blown 
out as well.

could be but we hit it off instantly. 
He put a white coat on me and 
took me back to the waiting room 
and said, “Tom, you see all of those 
ladies out there? You’re going to 
see them today. And I did. He and 
his wife became my family’s best 
friends. He pointed me in the right 
direction for a lot of things.”

His son, Dr. Michael Malone 
joined the practice 13 years ago. 
Like his father he has a passion for 
providing quality health care to his 
patients and educating them on the 
importance of pre-natal care.

“This is a calling for me, a career path 
that began when as a child my dad 
would take me on his rounds here in 
Columbus and Tuskegee. I am one of 
the lucky ones who are able to work 
with their dad in the same profession. 
I will never know everything he does 
but everyday is an opportunity to 
learn just a little bit more.” 

In addition to Columbus the 
Malone’s also serve patients in 
Russell County and Eufaula.

As a veteran he did his residency in 
the Army and arrived as a doctor 
at Ft. Benning in 1977. 

“My intention was to go back 
to Montgomery and open up my 
practice, said Malone. When I 
sought out black doctors in the 
city I met Dr. Delmar Edwards and 
found that he was the only black 
doctor in Muscogee County. He 
convinced me to stay and really 
mentored me along the way. I 
started my practice in 1978 and 
became the second black doctor 
in Muscogee County and the only 
obstetrician.”

Dr. Malone tells the story of 
the day he met Dr. Edwards.  “I 
went by his office, which was 
located on 8th and 4th Avenue 
to introduce myself. At the time 
Dr. Bob Wright was also working 
out of the same building with 
his optometry practice. When I 
walked into his office the waiting 
room was packed with men and 
women. He was as busy as he 

The Legacy 
Continues
Son Comes Home to 
Join Father’s Practice
Dr. Thomas N. Malone, M.D. ’69 
and Dr. Michael Malone, M.D. ’01 
Obstetrics and Gynecology

IRA, 401(k) or 403(b) retirement accounts●

Investment accounts●

Checking, savings or CD account●

Life insurance you no longer need●

This information is not intended as tax, legal or financial
advice. Gift results may vary. Consult your personal
financial advisor for information specific to your situation.

The names and images shown here are representative of typical donors and may or may not
be actual donors to the organization. Under federal rules your benefits may be different from
this example. Please contact us for your specific benefits.
Copyright © 2019 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. Used by permission.19TH04

Meharry Medical College
Institutional Advancement
1005 Dr. D.B. Todd Jr. Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37208-3599

615-327-6512
gsanders@mmc.edu

a legacy
that stands

The
Test

of
Time

Even though astronauts last took steps on the moon in
1972, the imprint from each of their steps remains today.

What a tremendous legacy! Those footprints will stand as a
reminder of an accomplishment for generations to come.

What would you do if you had the power to do something remarkable
today while making an impact that would last forever, the kind of
impact that takes little time and costs you nothing? All of this is
possible when you take a moment to review and update the beneficiary
designations for your retirement and bank accounts.

If you have any of the following, then you have a great opportunity to
leave your own lasting impact:

The process of naming beneficiaries is easy. It gives you the power and
control to tell your administrator who will inherit your accounts when
you pass away. With a beneficiary designation, you still own the
account and can continue to use it to meet your needs.

To name your beneficiaries, ask your account custodian, insurance
agent or bank to send you a beneficiary designation form, fill it out and
return it. You can name family, friends or an organization like ours to
inherit your account. When you leave a gift to us, we will be able to
continue our work.

Even though astronauts last took 
steps on the moon in 1972, the  
imprint from each of their steps  
remains today. What a tremendous 
legacy! Those footprints will stand 
as a reminder of their amazing 
accomplishment for generations 
to come.
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• Alumni Reception
• Alumni Gala
• Class Parties
• Young Alumni Party on the Patio

• Let’s Reminisce Mixer
• Golf Tournament
• Old School Party
• Continuing Education Credits

• Family Picnic
• Champaigne Brunch

Reunion Week • May 15-19, 2019
You don’t have to wait until your official reunion to 

come back—you’re invited to the 2019 celebration! 

Plan NOW to be a part of the fun! 
Contact Michelle Viera at 615.327.6045 or email mviera@mmc.edu
1005 Dr. D.B. Todd Jr. Blvd. • Nashville, TN 37208

You don’t have to wait to SAVE THE DATE!

Every year is YOUR year!
Official Reunion Week classes for 2019 end in 4 
and 9—but this year, we’re inviting those classes 
before and after reunion years—5 and 0, 3 and 8.   

You don’t have to wait to SAVE THE DATE!

We need your help!
Funds for the alumni association are not at the 
level they should be going into the convention 
season. Please, if you have not paid your  
association dues, or if you can help by sending 
a contribution, now is the time. Contact the 
Meharry National Alumni Association today at 
(615) 327-6266. Thank you!
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Community

Students from the School of Dentistry “adopted” members of the Nashville-

area senior community at the 2018 Wilda Seibert Adopt-a-Grandparent Day 

November 9, 2018, where attendees receive dental exams and lunch—in the 

photo at bottom, a student serves Ms. Seibert lunch.

School of Dentistry Students Entertain and Treat 
Nashville Seniors at 2018 Adopt A Grandparent Day

Community Day 2018 
Reaches Out to the 
Meharry Neighborhood

Meharry students and employees 

reached out to those surrounding 

the college campus at Community 

Day 2018. The annual event occurred 

October 20, 2018
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Student News

Pre-Alumni Association Induction of Officers

From the 2018 Pre-Alumni Association officer induction ceremony: Front row from left to right: Michele Collins, recording 
secretary; Brittany Fontana, Miss SOGSR; Keturah Richardson, Miss SOD; Remington Richardson, Mister Meharry; Zaniab 
Mohammodu, Miss Meharry; Margie Rayford, president; Corinthia Wilkerson, executive vice president.

Back row from left to right:
Jordan Douglas, corresponding secretary; Zelexis Morse, SOD member at large; Alexandra Burnett-- SOM member at large; 
Tunde Smith, SOGSR member at large; Alexandria Thompson, parliamentarian; Brianna Arrington, chaplain; Blake Fort, assistant 
treasurer; Raven Douglas, student vice president to alumni affairs; Aierress Hanna, administrative vice president.

SOD Students Present 
Research at Hinman

Students from the Meharry School 
of Dentistry attended the  Hinman 
Student Research Symposium in 
Memphis, Tennessee November 2-4, 
2018 to present their research.



21

TEDMED Live 2018 Presents More of the 
Most Advanced Thinking in Health Care

Following last year’s success with TEDMED, Meharry students 
repeated the event November 16-17, 2018. According to the 
TEDMED website, “our community embraced the power of 
Chaos+Clarity to advance science, global public health, and 
medical innovation across a wide range of topics.” 

Based on the TED talks concept, the independent health and 
medicine version informs health care students and educators 
with inspiring, creative approaches to current issues in the field.

Three Meharry Students Receive 
Atlanta Medical Association 
Scholarships

Meharry students (left to right in photo) Ashmit 
Mittal of Dalton, Georgia, Paula Bugg-Wrenn 
of Decatur, Georgia and Ashley McCray  of 
Lithonia, Georgia received scholarships from the 
Heritage Fund of Atlanta Medical Association. The 
scholarships are for Georgia natives.
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2019 Reunion Agents and Class Agent Liaisons

Class Agent Liaisons

1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 1969

Gloria Sanders

gsanders@mmc.edu

615.327.6512

1974, 1979, 1984

Linda Witt

lwitt@mmc.edu

615.327.6396

1989, 1994, 1999

Cameron Webster

cwebster@mmc.edu

615.963.3187

2004, 2009, 2014

Michelle Viera

mviera@mmc.edu

615.327.6045

Reunion Agents 
1944
Gadson Jack Tarleton, Jr.

1949
Samuel P. Adams, M.D.

Barbara J. Calloway, MT

Edward Cooper, M.D. 

ecoopmdphila@aol.com

1954 
Lawrence Cannaday, M.D.

Earlie Jones, RN 

earlie23@yahoo.com

Robert Knight, D.D.S. 

rsk609@aol.com

1959
Bernadeen Fleming, RN, MSN, Ed.D 

bernardeenfleming@yahoo.com

Richard Freeman, M.D. 

richard15559@sbcglobal.net

Herbert C. Harris, D.D.S.

Hiawatha Harris, M.D.

miricita103@aol.com

1964
James Austin, D.D.S. 

jamesdocjim55@aol.com

Robert J. Booth, D.D.S. 

drrjbooth@comcast.net

Charles Drake, D.D.S.

darkenews@sbcglobal.net

Josephine Isabel Jones, M.D. 

joisabeljones@aol.com

1969
Willie J. Adams, M.D. 

dradamsmd@bellsouth.net

Henry L. Cook, Sr., D.D.S. 

Hcookone@aol.com

Thomas N. Malone, M.D. 

tmalone372@aol.com

Allison Nicholas Metz, M.D. 

eyemetz2@aol.com

1974
Martha A. Flowers, M.D. 

mflowersmd@sbcglobal.net

Richard M. Lipscomb, D.D.S.

TEETH209@yahoo.com

Eugene J. Rogers, M.D.

campbellrogers@aol.com

1979
Mendee Bull-Ligon, D.D.S.

mendeebligon@gmail.com

Edward H. Chappelle, D.D.S.

edward.chappelle@verizon.net

Oneil Culver, M.D.

oneilc86@bellsouth.net

Bennie J. Goggans, D.D.S.

drdentnupe@aol.com

Martin D. Jeffries, M.D.

dawud.jeffries@gmail.com

Barbara Jones Bah, D.D.S.

bjonesbah@hotmail.com

William Rutledge, M.D.

rutledgewilliam@sbcglobal.net

1984
Daryl C. Byrd, D.D.S.

drdarylbyrd@gmail.com

Sharon L. Carter, D.D.S.

sharonlck@aol.com

Anthony C. Disher, M.D. 

adisher@mmc.edu

Conrad R. Douglas, D.D.S.

crdouglas2@aol.com

Stacy Haynes Nelson, M.D.

drstacyhaynes@bellsouth.net

K.S. Wendy Jangdhari, D.D.S.

jangdharikswendy@bellsouth.net

Gwinnett M. Ladson, M.D.

gladson@mmc.edu

1989
Antoinne Able, M.D.

aable58@gmail.com 

Jerry W. Dillon, D.D.S.

pocket6mm@comcast.net

Maurice Gilbert, M.D.

mbymgilbert@msn.com
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Alesia Haynes Fleming, M.D.

alhmd89@gmail.com

Gabrielle Placide, M.D.

jejelola@yahoo.com

Serena Satcher, M.D. 

ssatchererdives@yahoo.com

Melville Wyche III, M.D.

mqwj@comcast.net

1994
Sonia S. Ellisor Johnson, M.D.

xraymd2006@msn.com

Lanny Green, M.D.

mrrajo22@gmail.com

Alicia Mangram, M.D.

Patricia Mullings, M.D.

pmpedsmull@aol.com

Z. Renee Pettway, M.D.

zpetway@comcast.net

Louis Rutland, D.D.S.

drlcr111@aol.com

1999
Gretchen Campbell, M.D.

glhcampbell@yahoo.com

Kevin O. Dennis, M.D.

chardennis@gmail.com

Julie Gray, D.D.S.

jgray@mmc.edu

Adiaha Spinks-Franklin, M.D.

aiaspinks@hotmail.com

Thomas C. Williams, D.D.S.

premierdental@comcast.net

2004
Dana, Aubert, D.D.S.

daubertdds@hotmail.com

Howard Aubert M.D.

howard.aubert@gmail.com

Erika Crawford, M.D.

 erikacrawford@hotmail.com 

Christopher Daniels, M.D.

 chrisdaniels@gmail.com

Charlyce F. Davis, M.D.

 charlycedavis@gmail.com

Yaa Ohene-Fianko M.D

 spifia@hotmail.com

Wright Jones, M.D.

 wrightjonesmd@gmail.com

Amanda Okundaye, D.D.S.

 ddsanesthesia@gmail.com

Jarvis Patton M.D.

 jarvispatton@bellsouth.net

Cecil Stancil, D.D.S.

 cpstancil@gmail.com

Jelani Washington, D.D.S.

 keydds@yahoo.com

Bristol Williams, D.D.S.

2009
Jabari Capp, M.D.

jabaricapp@yahoo.com

Teethenia Cooper, M.D.

teethena04@yahoo.com

Carl Crutchfield, D.D.S.

carl.crutchfield@gmail.com

Carlsie Crutchfield, D.D.S.

carlsie.crutchfield@gmail.com

Elder Granger, M.D.

elder.granger@the5psllc.com

Angela Bailey Heidel, M.D.

angela_nicole00hotmail.com

Vernon Mackie, M.D.

vm_215@yahoo.com

Jade Ritter, D.D.S.

Jade4380@yahoo.com

Shanna Warner, D.D.S.

swarnerdds@gmail.com

2014
Barron A. Banks, DDS 

banksbarron@gmail.com

Drake Dudley, D.D.S.

ddudley_1@gmail.com

Kelli Foster, MSPH

kelli.m.foster@gmail.com

Cathy Hernandez, D.D.S.

miel765@hotmail.com

Dontal Johnson, M.D.

dljohnson09@email.mmc.edu

Erika King, D.D.S.

erikadking@gmail.com

Letitia Lyons, M.D.

letitia.lyons@gmail.com

Carol Nixon, D.D.S.

carol.nixon@hotmail.com

Christina Quarterman, D.D.S.

christinaquarterman@yahoo.com

Unique Williams, MHS (D.D.S. ’18)

utwillilams26@yahoo.com

(12/11/18)
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The Samuel Family

Alumni News

Family Album

Fourth-year medical student  Nicholas Alexander (right) visits 
with Dr. Harris Gibson, M.D. ’61 last summer.

Michael Samuel, M.D. 99, left, supporting Meharry during the 
American Association of Physcians of Indian Origin of Central 
Ohio Society Gala in Columbus, Ohio.

On the Road

Dr. Hildreth visits with Mrs. Ivy Polk, long-time supporter of 
Meharry Medical College.

Luau at the NMA

Meharrians and guests are cordially invited to a Luau 
at the Hilton Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii on Monday, July 
29, 2019.  For reservations, please contact The National 
Alumni Office (615) 327-6266 or rmehari@mmc.edu.  
Tickets are $140 before Friday, July 12, 2019, $150 after 
July 12th. A limited number of tickets are available. Call 
615-327-6732 for more information.
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Continuing Education Theme: Lifestyle 
Medicine & Generational Disparities
Wednesday, May 15th 

9 a.m. – 2 p.m. •  Registration
10 – 11:30 a.m. • Inaugural Opening Continuing Education Lecture 

Series (open to all registered participants) 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resources Center auditorium, 

11:30 a.m. – Noon • Break
Noon – 1:15 p.m. • Cleve Ewell Memorial Heritage Lecture 

Dr. Nkirkua Emegawali, 2012 alumna  
S.S. Kresge Learning Resources Center auditorium, 

1:15 – 1:30 p.m. • Break
1:30 – 3 p.m. • Alumni Luncheon Presentation and Panel 

Discussion: What’s Going On With The Curriculum 
Veronica Mallett, Dean, SOM, Dr. Larry Alexander  
Moderator: Dr. Xylina Bean; Panelists: Drs. Forbes, Smoot & Offodile

3 -3:15 p.m. • Break
3:15 - 4:15 p.m. • Pamela C. Williams, M.D. Simulation and Clinical 

Skills Center Tour 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resources Center ground level, 

4:30 – 6 p.m. • Alumni Welcome Reception campus 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resources Center lower level lobby 

 
Thursday, May 16th

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. • Alumni Registration  
Lobby, S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. • SOGSR Presentations (posters exhibits)
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education first floor and S.S. 

Kresge Learning Resource Center, lower level (Judges: Dr. Cleve 
Ewell III, M.D.; Billy Ballard, D.D.S., M.D.; Henry A. Moses, Ph.D.)

8:30 – 11:30 a.m. • OB-GYN Educational Seminar: New Horizons in 
Women’s Health 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center auditorium

10 a.m. – Noon; 1 p.m. –  3 p.m. • Alumni Hospitality  
Learning Resources Center, sixth-floor conference room, 

11:15 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. • Wealth Management Seminar and Luncheon  
S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center auditorium

1 – 4 p.m. • Lloyd C. Elam Psychiatric Symposium:  
Therapeutic Lifestyle Changes and Mental Health  
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education Auditorium

1 - 5 p.m. • Opioids – Chemical Dependency in Dentistry CDE 
Seminar  (light lunch provided) 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center auditorium

5 - 6 p.m. • Tour School of Dental Museum  
SOD first floor

6 - 8 p.m.  •  Alumni Let’s Reminisce   
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education first floor 

 
Friday, May 17th   

7 a.m. • 32nd Annual Charles E. Brown, M.D. ’60 Memorial Golf 
Tournament 
Ted Rhodes Golf Course

8 – 10 a.m. • SOD Continuing Education Lecture 

SOD Cox Auditorium
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. • Alumni Registration 

S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center lower level, 
9 – 11 a.m. • Nurses Continental Breakfast 

Hulda Margaret Lyttle Hall first floor 
9 a.m. – Noon • Annual Internal Medicine Commencement Seminar 

“PTSD, Burnout and Suicide in Clinicians (Part 1)”  
S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center auditorium 

10 a.m. –Noon • Delta Dental Simulation Center Skills Enhancement 
SOD Simulation Center fifth floor

10 a.m. - Noon • Alumni Hospitality 
Learning Resources Center sixth-floor conference room

Noon - 1:30 p.m. • Luncheon Lecture 
“Meharry: The Forgotten Treasure” 
Linda and Michael Byrd, M.D.  
S.S. Kresge Learning Resources Center lower level (TQM Room), 

1 – 3 p.m. • Books, Arts and Craft Fair 
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education first-floor lobby 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. • Annual Internal Medicine Commencement Seminar  
“PTSD, Burnout and Suicide in Clinicians and Suicide Prevention (Part 2)” 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center, lower level 

3 - 5:50 p.m. • Meharry National Alumni Association, Inc. Annual Meeting 
S.S. Kresge Learning Resource Center Lecture Hall 3 and 4, lower level 

7 – 9 p.m. • Golden (1969) & Silver (1994) Anniversary Dinner 
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education second floor 

7:30 - 8 p.m. • Reunion class meetings and welcome 
1974  1979  1984  1989  1994  1999  2004  2009  2014 
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education third floor 

7:30 - 9 p.m. • Class pictures  
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education second and third 
floor 

9 – 11 p.m. • Old School Party  
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education

9 – 11 p.m. • Young Alumni Party on the Patio  
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education second-floor patio

Saturday, May 18th  

9 a.m. • 144th Commencement Exercises 
Grand Ole Opry House  

TBA • Alumni Community Service Project  
(in planning stages)

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Alumni Family Picnic 
Harold D. West Basic Sciences Center lawn 

11 a.m. – 2 p.m. • Book Fair  
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education first -floor lobby 

11 a.m. – 2 p.m. • Martha Roberts Spirit Store 
The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education first-floor lobby

6 - 7 p.m. • Alumni Reception
7 p.m. – 9 p.m. • Alumni Gala 

The Cal Turner Family Center for Student Education second-floor ballroom

Sunday, May 19th   

10 a.m. - Noon • Alumni Farwell Champagne Brunch 
Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, Skylight Foyer, mezzanine level 

Update: 1/21/19 

Reunion Continuing Education Week & Class Reunion Schedule
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Class Notes

1980s
Kenneth Williams, M.D. ’86, was the 
recipient of The Axel C. Hansen, M.D. ’44 
Distinguished Physician Award during the 
143rd Fall  Convocation. Dr. Williams is a 
fourth–generation Meharry alumnus who, 
among his many successes, took it upon 

himself to save a financially troubled 40-bed hospital in 
Mississippi by buying it and restoring it to fiscal health. Dr. 
Williams is a member of Meharry’s Guardians of Our 
Legacy, contributing over $100,000 to the College.

Henry L. Young Jr., D.D.S. ’87, MS, FADI, 
was the recipient of The Fred C. Fielder, 
D.D.S. ’60 Distinguished Dentist Award.  Dr. 
Young is an attending dentist at Metro 
Health System’s Department of Dental 
Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio where he 

treats patients and mentors dental residents.  He has served 
there as director of graduate education (2013-15) and 
interim chair of the Department of Oral Health and Dentistry 
(2015-16). At Meharry, Dr. Young served as chairman of the 
Department of Operative Dentistry.  Also at Meharry, Dr. 
Young served as director of the Clinical Research Facility of 
the Southern Regional Research Center for Minority Health, 
director of the general practice residency program and chair 
of the Restorative Dentistry Department.

1990s
Zandra Renee Petway, M.D. ’94, was 
chosen to “come on down” on the 
December 7, 2018 airing of “The Price is 
Right” on CBS. While on “Contestants’ 
Row,” Dr. Petway gave the exact bid for 
four Versace watches valued at $2,000, 

winning an extra $500 for her accuracy. Called on stage 
with host Drew Carey for another pricing game, Dr. Petway 
guessed the correct prices on three grocery store items 
winning a trip for two to Maui, Hawaii. Dr. Petway then 
stepped up to spin the large wheel to move on to the 
“Showcase Showdown,” almost landing on the “$1” 
mark—almost winning an additional $1,000—but landing 
on the next mark.  The following spin wasn’t enough to 
get her to the showdown, but Dr. Petway describes that 
day as “the best day ever.” 

James Eric McDuffie, Ph.D. ’98 was 
presented The Harold D. West, Ph.D., 
Distinguished Biomedical Scientist Award 
at the Meharry Medical College 143rd Fall 
Convocation. Dr. McDuffie is a 
postdoctoral research fellow at the 

University of Michigan Medical School in Ann Arbor, he 
collaboratively investigated the role of pro-and anti-
inflammatory cytokines and chemokines in multi-organ 
injury responses. Dr. McDuffie has more than 16 years’ 
experience as a preclinical toxicologist in the 
pharmaceutical industry, and is an expert in drug-induced 
kidney toxicity for which he has won praise in the field.

2000s
Tiffany Turner, M.D ’06, 
and Dr. Tropez Sims, 
recipients of the Kasier-
Permanente Awards.

2010s
Brittaney Hill, D.D.S. ’15, who earned her 
pediatric dentistry certificate and Master 
of Science in Oral Sciences from the 
University of Illinois at Chicago College of 
Dentistry in 2017, has returned as a 
full-time clinical assistant professor in the 

Department of Pediatric Dentistry.

Dr. Hill’s clinical responsibilities will include supervising 
dental students and residents in the pre-doctoral and post-
doctoral clinics while they provide patient care. She will also 
supervise residents during their operating room cases.

Lt. Ayeetin Azah, M.D. ’15, Navy flight 
surgeon, spoke to students during a Lunch 
and Learn sponsored by the Meharry 
Division of Student Affairs January 25, 
2019. Lt. Azah told students how the Navy 
could help them graduate debt-free.
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In Memoriam

1940s
Robert Harris, M.D. ’44—DOD—09-13-2018 of Los 
Angeles, California. 

Jennie Williams, R.N. ’47—DOD—1-2-
2019 of Cincinnati, Ohio

1950s
David D. Chube Sr., M.D. ’55—DOD—09-
23-2018  of Dyer, Indiana. Dr. Chube 
became the first in his family to attend 
medical school. He graduated from 
Meharry Medical College in 1955 and 
continued to give back to the College for 

over 50 years. In 1956, Chube established a prominent 
medical practice, Chube Medical Corporation, where he 
served the Gary community until 2015.  Dr. Chube was a 
member of The Guardians of Our Legacy, a society of 
those donating more than $100,000 to Meharry over 
the years. Dr. Chube is survived by his 12 children, 17 
grandchildren, great-grandchildlren and many other 
relatives and friends.

David E. Ross Jr., M.D. ’55—DOD—10-
31-2018 of Charleston, Indiana. Dr. Ross 
is one of Meharry Medical College’s 
original Guardians of Our Legacy.   Dr. 
Ross’s passion for Meharry never 
wavered.  Two examples of dedication 

where shown through the establishment of the Dr. 
David E. Ross Jr. Family Endowed Scholarship and the Dr. 
David E. Ross Jr. Family Fitness and Recreation Center at 

Col. (Ret.) John Paul “JP” Morgan, D.D.S. 
’60—DOD—1-6-2019 in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. Born on October 23, 1929 in 
Kokomo, Indiana, he enrolled at Indiana 
University Kokomo Campus and was 
drafted to serve in the Korean War, where 

he was assigned to the role of dental assistant and 
prosthodontic dental laboratory technician. After the Army, 
he completed pre-dental studies at the Indiana University, 
enrolling afterward at Meharry Medical College. He then 
entered the U.S. Air Force and served in numerous posts, 
including officer-in-charge of hospital and dependent 
dental care at Edwards Air Force Base in California, assistant 
base dental surgeon at Misawa Air Force Base in Japan, 
chief of dental prosthodontics and oral diagnosis at 
Rickenbacker Air Force Base in Ohio, chief of oral diagnosis 
and oral surgery at Tan Son Nhut Air Base in South 
Vietnam, assistant base dental surgeon at  Kirtland Air 
Force Base in New Mexico and base dental surgeon at 
Hahn Air Base in Germany. He was then assigned to Scott 
Air Force Base in Illinois as deputy director of dental 
services until his retirement from the Air Force after 28 
years—his total service in the U.S. military including his 
time in the army and reserves was 34 years. He returned as 

a contract dentist in clinical dentistry at Scott Air Force Base 
in Illinois where he spent the next 17 years at the 375th 
Dental Squadron supporting the dental health of the Scott 
AFB community. The building in which dental care is 
provided today was built under his supervision as project 
officer where the Library and Conference Room was named 
after him. His military decorations include the Legion of 
Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with one oak leaf cluster, 
Air Force Commendation Medal, Presidential Unit Citation, 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, National Defense 
Service Medal with one bronze star, U.S. Vietnam Service 
Medal with three bronze stars, Republic of Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross and Palm and Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal. He was a life member of the NAACP, 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, African American Association. 
He was also a life member of the National Dental 
Association and a member of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. He 
is included in the Who’s Who Among Black Americans. 

Husband of the late Pauline Marie Morgan, he is 
survived by his daughter Angela Marie (James) Wasel 
of Gaithersburg, Maryland; nieces and nephews and 
countless dear and family friends worldwide. Interment will 
be held at a later date at Arlington National Cemetery in 
Arlington, Virginia with full military honors. 

1960s
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Charles A. Diggs, M.D. ’68, CDR, USN 
(Ret)—DOD—1-6-2019. Following his 
undergraduate degree in biology at 
Morehouse College and medical 
studies at Meharry Medical College, Dr. 
Diggs briefly served as a surgical 

resident at the Harlem Hospital Center/Columbia 
University’s 1st Surgical Division in New York City. 

In the early 1970s Dr. Diggs paused residency to serve 
in the U.S. Navy, and served as a general practitioner 
on the destroyer U.S.S. Columbus. He returned from 
duty and became a pathology resident at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital in Portsmouth, Virginia, earning chief resident 
status during his final year of training. 

Dr. Diggs achieved board certification in anatomic and 
clinical pathology. A fellowship in forensic pathology at 
the University of Miami later placed Dr. Diggs among 

the nation’s first African Americans to become a fully 
fellowship-trained forensic pathologist. Upon leaving 
the Navy as a commander in 1982, he spanned a 
30-year career as an associate medical examiner in 
Florida serving Miami-Dade, Hillsborough, St. Lucie, 
Okeechobee, Martin and Indian River counties. 

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Mary Elstak 
Diggs, and his two daughters, Charlotte V. Diggs, Esq. 
and Angela E. Diggs, M.D, MPH. He is further survived 
by two sisters-in-law, Franceno A. Diggs of Glen Allen, 
Virginia and Carolyn Elstak of New York, New York and 
one brother-in-law, Herman Elstak of Port Charlotte, 
Florida. He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Kermit H. Diggs Sr. Ed.D and Ruth Winstead Diggs Ed.D, 
and by his brother, Kermit H. Diggs Jr. Dr. Diggs’ remains 
were interred at Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, 
Florida, with full military honors. 

Meharry. Dr. Ross had three children to follow in his 
footsteps as legacy Meharrians: Ruth Ross Edmonds, 
D.D.S. ’97; Rachael Ross, M.D. ’01 and the late Rebekkah 
Ross, M.D. ’01. Dr. Ross is survived by his wife, Ruthie L., 
his other loving children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and other family members, colleagues 
and friends.

Barbara (Ashby) Robinson, D.H. ’59—
DOD—11-24-2018 of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. After earning her diploma she 
taught dental hygiene at Meharry 
Medical College and the University of 
Michigan Dental School. She is survived 

by her husband, Emerson Robinson, D.D.S. ’66, her 
daughter, grandson and many other relatives and 
friends.

1960s
Joel V. Turner, D.D.S. ’61—DOD – 11-30-2018 while 
visiting Detroit, Michigan. Dr. Turner was a life member 
of the National Dental Association and was its president 
in 1992.

Shirley Larkins Green, M.D. ’62—DOD—
10-4-2018 of San Francisco, California.  
Dr. Green was among the first African-
American female anesthesiologists in 
the U.S. She died at age 81. Dr. Green 
graduated from Meharry Medical 

College medical school in 1962. She served as a staff 
anesthesiologist at the Veterans Administration Hospital 
in Brooklyn, New York, before moving to California. She 
acquired subspecialty training in pediatric, obstetrical 
and ophthalmic anesthesiology, practicing in the Bay 
Area for over 40 years. She established the Albert J. 
Green M.D. Memorial Scholarship at Meharry. 

Emory Edwin Mazique, M.D. ’62—DOD—11-29-
2018. Dr. Maziqiue served in the U.S. Air Force as 1st 
Lieutenant. Dr. Mazique practiced medicine in Houston 
for over 50 years, retiring in June 2016.  

James D. Collins, M.D. ’63—DOD—12-21-2018 of Los 
Angeles, California.

Henry Robinson Williams Jr., D.D.S. ’67—DOD—10-21-
2018 in Baltimore, Maryland. Dr. Williams is survived by 
a daughter and a son, his grandchildren, seven sibilings 
and many relatives and friends.

1960s 

In Memoriam
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William Blaine Butler, D.D.S. ’73—
DOD—-11-2019 of Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Dr. Butler was former 
dean, dean emeritus and professor 
emeritus (prosthodontics) of the 
School of Dentistry (2000-2010).

He graduated first in his class from Meharry Medical 
College in 1973 and completed his fixed prosthodontic 
training at the University of Michigan in 1977.  

Dr. Butler joined the faculty in the Department of 
Prosthodontics, beginning in 1973, as an instructor 
and advanced through the academic ranks from 
assistant professor to professor. He was chairman of 
the Department of Prosthodontics from 1978-2000, 
associate dean for academic affairs from 1999-
2000, dean from 2000-2010 and special advisor to 
the president from 2010-2012. He held professor 
emeritus and dean emeritus status.

He and his brother, George E. Butler, D.D.S. ’71, 
maintained a private practice in Nashville for over 30 
years.  

Grady Lee Saxton Sr., M.D. ’78—DOD—10-13-
2018 of Germantown, Tennessee. Born in St. Louis, 
Missouri December 2, 1949. He graduated the St. 
Louis College of Pharmacy on June 5, 1971 and 
worked as a pharmacist until 1975 when he entered 
Meharry Medical College, graduating in 1978. After 
three years of residency in Akron, Ohio, he and his 
family moved to Memphis, Tennessee where he 
served two years in the Public Health Service. He 
then accepted a cardiology fellowship in Augusta, 
Georgia, after which he and his family returned to 
Memphis in 1985 where he practiced cardiology until 
August 2018. He exemplified what Meharry Medical 
College stands for: intelligence, compassion and 
devotion to duty.

Dr. Saxton is survived by his wife, the former 
Blanche L. Smith; two sons, Grady Jr. and Garreth; 
his daughter-in-law Jennifer; two grandsons, Gavin 
and Gabriel; two brothers-in-law, Charles Smith and 
Leonard Smith; a sister-in-law, Cheryl Smith; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, other family members, 
and friends.

1970s 
1970s 

T. Carla (Henry) Newbern, RDH ’69, 
M.Ed.—DOD—11-27-2018 of Nashville, 
Tennessee. She was survived by her 
husband Dennis; their children, Sylvia 
and Timothy (Marida); her mother, 
Sylvia D. Henry; siblings, Jayne A. 

McCormick (William), Tommy E. Henry and Dr. Wilma 
J. Henry; grandchildren, Lauryn, Jaden, London and 
Addison; other relatives and friends. Funeral services 
were held December 5, 2018 at Fifteenth Avenue 
Baptist Church in Nashville, Tennessee.

1970s
David A. Hall Jr., D.D.S. ’72—DOD—12-5-2018

James McGriff, M.D. ’79—DOD—12-
5-2018 of Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. 
McGriff practiced medicine, and was 
a surgeon in Nashville from 1976-
2007. He is survived by his wife of 
over 58 years, Ruth Crawford McGriff, 

daughters, grandchildren other relatives and 
friends.

Marian Barr, M.D. ’79—DOD—1-11-2019 of West 
Memphis, Arkansas.

1980s
Arthur G. Collins, M.D. ’82—DOD—09-19-2018 of Los 
Angeles, California

1990s
Carolyn C. Tompkins, MT ’96—DOD—
12-23-2018 of Madison, Tennessee. She 
is survived by three daughters.  After 
completing Meharry Medical College, 
she worked as a medical laboratory 
technologist from 1996-2003 until she 

began work for Ladies of Charity Welfare Agency in 
Nashville. 
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Condolences

To the family of Davita Brown at the passing 
of her grandmother, Mrs. Lillian Betty, 90, 
October 25, 2018. At one time, Mrs. Betty 
was employed at Meharry and was a 
member of the Meharry Secretaries 
Association.

To Anthony Cammack, M.D. ’90 on the loss 
of his mother Mrs. Erlene Synetta Cammack 
of Eagleville, Tennessee, November 20, 
2018.

To the family of Mark Edward Levitch, PhD., January 1, 
2019 in Memphis, Tennessee. Dr. Levitch taught in the 
Department of Microbiology when he was at Meharry.

To the family of Ifeanyi Charles Anthony 
Okpalobi, M.D., November 15, 2018. 
Affectionately known as “Doc,” he 
completed his residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Meharry Medical College in 
1977.

To Dr. David Satcher and family on the 
passing of his brother Mr. Charles Satcher 
on October 22, 2018 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana.

To Jefferson Underwood III, M.D. ’81 and family on the 
death of his son, Blake Jefferson Underwood.

To Thomas C. Williams, D.D.S. ’99 on the 
loss of his mother Dr. Julie Williams 
October 8, 2018 in Nashville, Tennessee. Dr. 
Williams spent 35 years as a teacher and 
administrator in the Metro Nashville Public 
Schools. Under her leadlership as principal 

at Hunters Lane High School, she was responsible for 
instituting Nashville’s first—and Tennessee’s second—
International Baccalaureate program. In 2004, Dr. Williams 
retired from the Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools as 
assistant superintendent for high schools.
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Dues and Donation Form

l  Donation to General Scholarship for Meharry Medical College

 You may give online at: http://www.mmc.edu/about/give-to-meharry

l  Donation to Henry Moses Discretionary Fund

l  Donation to SELF-Student Emergency Loan Fund

l  Payment for Dues

l  Other

Name:  __________________________________________________       Date:  ________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________________  Fax:  ______________________________________

E-mail Address:  ________________________       Specialty: _______________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

l  Please make checks payable to Meharry National Alumni Association, Inc.

l  Please charge my donation and/or association dues to:

	 l  American Express l  MasterCard l  Visa

Amount Paid:  _______________________________  Exp Date:  _________________________________

Account Number:  ____________________________________  Number on Back:  ___________________  

Name as it appears on card:  __________________________________________________________________

Signature:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Return to: Meharry National Alumni Association, Inc.
c/o Meharry Medical College
1005 Dr. D. B. Todd Jr., Blvd.

LRC 622
Nashville, TN 37208

Or fax to: (615) 327-6621
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