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Message from the Executive Director

Henry A. Moses, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Professor Emeritus

Meharry National Alumni
Association, Inc.

Alumni and Friends:

My comments in this edition of the Alumni Magazine are a response to an age old question asked by 
alumni. The bottom line response is selected from an array of opportunities afforded to all graduates in 
the college—your active membership.

Keep the Alumni Association viable to: 

• Have a unified and strong voice in the security and future of MMC.

• Select trustee members of the College.

• Maintain a collective voice in the preservation of the historic mission of Meharry Medical College.

• Generate support and play a significant role in serving the future of MMC and support the 
President’s Strategic Plan for 2026.

• Enjoy the fellowship of those life-long friendships established while studying at Meharry.

• Keep abreast of colleagues through the Alumni Magazine and social media sent to all alumni and 
friends.

• Partake with your children in the mentoring opportunities offered by colleagues and the national office.

• Receive discounts on purchases at the Martha Roberts Spirit Bookstore.

• Receive invitations to attend the Annual Circle of Friends Recognition Event.

• Receive the Alumni Calendar.

• Become a Guardian and/or leave a legacy to the College/Association.

• Receive the College Honor Roll.

• Receive The Annual Report of the Association.

• Receive support of the passing of loved ones and recognition.

• Receive campus news via email.

• Show your pride while visiting the modern campus and educational support facilities.

• Contact and network fellow alumni throughout the U.S. and world.

• Mentor a recent graduate who is new to your city.

Henry A. Moses, Ph.D. 
Executive Director
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Campus News

Meharry Celebrates its 144th Commencement Exercises

Meharry Medical College celebrated its 144th 
Commencement Exercises Saturday, May 18, 2019, 
with, according to the program, more than 160 doctoral 
candidates, 50 master’s degree candidates and five 
health policy certificate recipients from the schools of 
medicine, dentistry, and graduate studies and research.

Graduates heard life lessons and insight 
from the event speaker, Stanley Bergman, 
chairman and chief executive officer of 
Henry Schein, Inc., worldwide leader in 
health care products and services for office-
based medical practitioners and dentists. 

Bergman, who spent his childhood in South Africa and rose 
to lead a global Fortune 500 company, shared 10 lessons 

from a life in international business with the graduates. Mr. 
Bergman told the audience that “the process of overcoming 
our individual challenges is what made us what we are 
today. Each of us was at one time a clay pot that has 
been made stronger, more useful, and more beautiful by 
undergoing the heat of the kiln.”

Last but not least, Mr. Bergman encouraged the graduating 
class to enjoy the journey of life, make time for family and 
friends, and to have fun along the way.

Henry Schein, Inc. is a major supporter of the Meharry 
Medical College School of Dentistry, underwriting the 
development of the college’s Graduate Practice Residency 
dental clinic in 2012 and 2013 as well as many other 
substantial gifts. Bergman and wife, Marion, and their 
family are active supporters of organizations fostering the 
arts, higher education, cultural diversity and grassroots 
health care and sustainable entrepreneurial economic 
development initiatives in the United States, Africa and 
other developing regions of the world. 

•   •   •

Recipients of the Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine 
Award were recognized during ceremonies. This year’s 
honorees were graduating senior Oluwabamise (Raymond) R. 
Akinnawo, and Millard D. Collins, M.D., associate professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine.

See images from this year’s Commencement and Reunions 
on pages 16-20.

Bergman

The expansion of this year’s Reunion Week to encourage 
attendance by class members plus-one-year and minus-one-
year to the traditional classes in reunion was a success. 

Members of classes with years ending in “3” and “8” as 
well as “5” and “0” were encouraged to join those in the 
customary reunion classes for this year—those classes ending 
in “4” and “9.” The new approach to reunion season was an 
effort to reunite Meharrians who were students on campus in 
classes at the same time. “Friendships aren’t bound by class 
year,” said Michelle Viera, associate vice president of alumni 

engagement. “Everybody had fun, and they were able to 
spend time with people they hadn’t seen in years.”

Continuing education courses for both dental and medical 
professionals were expanded this year to allow attendees to 
make the most of the trip home to Meharry. 

Next year’s reunion week festivities will see even more 
changes, Viera said. “We want to engage Meharry alumni 
like never before,” she said. 

See images from this year’s Reunion activities on pages 
18-20.

Expansion of Reunion Festivities to Additional Classmates was a Success
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Vernon Jones honors his father’s 
100th class anniversary—Clay Jones, 
M.D. 1919

For Vernon Jones, “honor thy father” took on a different 
meaning at this year’s reunion activities at Mehary 
Medical College.

Jones, 86, of Long Beach, California came to reunion to 
honor the 100th anniversary of the graduation of his 
father—Clay H. Jones Sr., M.D., Class of 1919. Accompanied 
by his son, Norman, Vernon Jones endured the four-and-a-
half hour flight to remember his father’s legacy.

The idea crossed his mind a year ago, Jones said. 
“Well, I just thought it would be a good idea…
but I don’t think I was serious at the time.” As the 
time passed, the idea firmed up. “This is the least 
I could do.”

Jones said his father grew up in Victoria, Texas 
next door to a doctor Dudley that was a Meharry 
graduate. Clay Jones had considered Howard for 
medical school, but eventually settled on Meharry. 
He decided to practice in Chicago to be close to his 
brother, a lawyer there. “All I remember is that he 
had a card that said ‘Physician and Surgeon.’” 

Growing up in Chicago observing his father and his 
practice, Jones said that times were sometimes 
difficult for his father’s practice, but he persevered. 
“He was a very serious person. He didn’t tolerate any 
nonsense. I, essentially, came up the same way. I like to 
get things done,” he said.

“I do remember that he had a time during the 
depression when things were very bad because he had 
a lot of patients who just couldn’t afford anything, and 
he couldn’t pay his office rent…and the owner of the 
building told him to stay in there—it’s better to have you 
there than to have an empty building.” Over the years, 
however, Clay Jones, M.D. prospered in his medical 
career. He died in 1963.

Vernon Jones said he decided medicine would not be 
his own profession, however. “He wanted me to be a 

doctor,” he said. “I didn’t like what you had to do in the 
lab, and biology and dissecting—yeah, that wasn’t my 
cup of tea.” His career took a different, stellar path. 

With a bachelor’s and master’s in mathematics from 
the University of Illinois, and a master’s in electrical 
engineering from Syracuse University, Vernon Jones 
spent most of his professional career at the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, California. 
Among his many projects were Voyager 1 and 2, NASA 
probes sent in 1977 to explore Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus 
and Neptune, now surveying the “heliosphere” at the 
boundary of interstellar space—the first human-made 
objects to do so. He continues to follow them and knows 

Vernon Jones, 86-year-old son of Meharry alumnus Clay Jones, 
M.D., Class of 1919, commemorates his father’s 100th graduation 
anniversary.

where they are. On this day, he said with a twinkle in 
his eye, they are 145 astronomical units (AU) from the 
earth—an AU is 93 million miles, the distance from Earth 
to the sun. Jones said he remembers arriving for his 
first day at work July 21, 1969—the day after the first 
moon landing 50 years ago. It was a Monday, he said. “I 
reported for work and they had declared a holiday.”

Jones said he continues to support STEM programs at 
many universities including California State University 
at Long Beach and Syracuse, and was in discussion with 
Fisk about their STEM program. Jones is also an avid 
supporter of Meharry and said he wouldn’t want anyone 
to be denied an education if he could do anything about 
it. “I’d like to see Meharry have continued success.”
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Meharry Launches Center for Study of 
Social Determinants of Health with  
$7.5 million from JUUL Labs, Inc.

Meharry Medical College announced Friday, June 7, 2019,  
that it will launch the Meharry Center for the Study of Social 
Determinants of Health, made possible by a five-year, $7.5 
million independent research grant from JUUL Labs, Inc. 
Dedicated to examining social factors that influence public 
health and wellbeing, the Center’s first initiative will be research 
and community outreach programs related to the emerging 
prevalence of e-cigarettes, as well as tobacco and other 
nicotine-delivery products, particularly in minority communities. 

“Meharry is driven by a mission to improve the health of 
underserved communities, yet we have historically found 
ourselves occupying the last seat at the table when research 
is conducted on emerging public health issues that affect our 
patients,” said Dr. James E.K. Hildreth Sr., president and CEO 
of Meharry Medical College. “The new Center…will advance 
our efforts to understand the impact of larger societal issues 
on health and wellbeing, and there are few issues requiring 
more research today than the rising prevalence of e-cigarettes, 
including how they affect young people.”

Dr. Hildreth said, “The grant from JUUL Labs gives Meharry 
the unique opportunity to take the lead on a new line of fully 
independent research in this critical area of public health. 
Smoking has had disproportionately negative effects on 
minority, and particularly African-American, populations 
for decades. At Meharry, we have been on the front lines of 
treating those impacted by this scourge and see firsthand how 
smoking can destroy lives. Our goal is to help set a new course 
for education, prevention and policy surrounding the use of 
tobacco and e-cigarettes.”

As part of the grant by JUUL Labs, the Center’s first initiative will 
involve three primary areas of focus: 

• Conduct original and independent research on the public 
health impact of tobacco and nicotine-delivery products,

• Convene annual meetings to drive a national conversation 
on tobacco and nicotine-delivery products, and

• Develop public health campaigns to educate the public 
about the dangers that tobacco and nicotine-delivery 
products pose to youth.

The new Center will draw on the expertise of Meharry’s 
schools of medicine, dentistry and graduate studies and 
research; and its Center for Health Policy, the Lloyd C. Elam 
Mental Health Center, and Data Science Institute to conduct 

behavioral and clinical research to examine tobacco and 
nicotine-delivery products and advance positive changes in 
behavior and public health policy. 

The initiative marks the first time that JUUL Labs has partnered 
with an academic medical institution to fund an independent 
research center. Meharry and JUUL Labs have structured the 
agreement to ensure Meharry’s full autonomy, including sole 
ownership over the sponsored research and complete control 
over publication of the findings. Meharry will implement internal 
vetting procedures to ensure the integrity of all conducted 
research and has engaged an executive recruiting firm to oversee 
a nationwide search for a scientist to run the Center.  

“Understanding the impact of our products on public health 
is critical to fulfilling our mission,” said Kevin Burns, CEO of 
JUUL Labs. “We selected Meharry for this grant because of the 
college’s deep expertise in health disparities research, and its 
commitment to serving underserved and vulnerable populations 
who have been disproportionately impacted by smoking. We 
exist to eliminate cigarettes and improve the lives of the world’s 
one billion smokers. In order to achieve that mission, we must 
learn more about the public health impact of e-cigarettes. We 
respect Meharry’s focus on bettering the health of the public at 
large and we are honored to support the Center for the Study of 
Social Determinants of Health.”

Research Initiatives
Under the grant from JUUL Labs, the new Center will advance 
research around the use of tobacco and nicotine-delivery 
products with a particular emphasis on how these products 
impact underserved and minority populations and the changes 
in public policy that can improve health outcomes. Areas of 
research under consideration:

• Examining the factors, including social determinants, 
impacting tobacco and nicotine use; 

• Studying the disease burden and health effects of tobacco 
versus alternative nicotine delivery products;

• Assessing the relative impact to third parties of 
environmental (“secondhand”) exposure to tobacco and 
alternative nicotine delivery products; 

• Exploring the effectiveness of new tools and platforms to 
educate adults and youth/the public about tobacco and 
nicotine use; and

• Supporting the development of policy recommendations for 
tobacco and nicotine products, including Tobacco 21 laws.

National Convenings
Center leaders also plan to host annual meetings to drive 
a national conversation focused on addressing the ongoing 
smoking epidemic in low income and minority communities 

Campus News
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and the rising use of e-cigarettes by young people. The 
meetings will be held in Washington, D.C. and Nashville, 
Tenn. to engage conversations in both the national hub 
for public policy and one of the nation’s largest regions for 
healthcare innovation.

Health Care Outreach
Research findings from the Center will inform the 
development of a curriculum and outreach program focused 
on educating youth and adults on tobacco and nicotine 
products. Youth usage of tobacco and vapor products has 
broad negative impacts on communities across the country. 
The youth prevention curriculum will provide healthcare 
professionals, public health officials and others with new 
information about the dangers of underage use of tobacco 
and nicotine products.

About Smoking-Related Health Disparities  
in Minority Communities 
It is widely acknowledged that minority communities, and 

particularly African-Americans, suffer greater smoking-related 
health disparities: 

• According to the CDC, African Americans smoke fewer 
combustible cigarettes per day than whites and start 
smoking cigarettes at a later age. However, they are more 
likely to die from smoking-related diseases. 

• In 2015 it was reported that African-American children and 
adults were more likely to be exposed to secondhand smoke 
compared to any other racial or ethnic group.

• Tobacco use contributes to the three leading causes of death 
among African Americans: heart disease, cancer and stroke. 

• African Americans who smoke are less successful at quitting 
than whites and Hispanics despite more attempts to quit. 

• Approximately 77 percent of African-American smokers 
typically use menthol cigarettes; research suggests the 
menthol in cigarettes makes it both easier to start smoking 
and harder to quit compared to nonmenthol cigarettes, 
particularly among African-American smokers. 

Dear fellow Meharrians:

I want to share with you important news: Today, Meharry 
Medical College is launching the Meharry Center for the Study 
of Social Determinants of Health. Our new Center will advance 
our mission by exploring the impact of social determinants – 
including smoking, alcohol use, food instability, and poverty – on 
underserved communities, and crafting programs and policies to 
help people lead healthier lives.

Our first initiative at the Center will involve the study of tobacco 
and nicotine-related products through a five-year, $7.5 million 
independent research grant from JUUL Labs, Inc. I understand 
the involvement of JUUL may give pause, just as it first did me. 
We have, however, spent countless hours airing our concerns 
with JUUL, and are now confident in moving forward because of 
the critical importance of the work we will do and the assurance 
we have that it will be entirely independent.

As someone immersed in the Meharry mission, you are aware 
that we have historically found ourselves occupying the last seat 
at the table when research is conducted on emerging public 
health issues that profoundly affect minority communities. 
We have paid a heavy price for being shut out. Targeted 
unscrupulously by the tobacco industry, our community is 
replete with smokers – six million African Americans nationwide. 
The diseases that kill or cripple our patients at far higher rates 
than other populations – hypertension, diabetes, cardio-vascular 
and lung disease, and cancer – are exacerbated by smoking.

This grant will be a unique opportunity to redress the harm 
that’s been done, making it possible for Meharry students and 
researchers to engage in significant, original study of tobacco 

and nicotine-related products. We will be integrally involved in 
charting a course for education, prevention and policy relative 
to their use. We also will address growing trends in the use of 
e-cigarettes and vaping devices among our youth.

We have been explicit with JUUL executives that we must and 
will always operate with complete autonomy and authority, 
and will publish our findings independently, no matter the 
consequences to their company. JUUL has agreed to and 
endorses these conditions. I can tell you unequivocally that the 
resources we garner will only be used in the best interests of the 
people we serve.

The new Center will be housed in the School of Graduate Studies 
and Research, and we anticipate that research will begin in the 
fall once the topics have been solidified. We have engaged an 
executive recruiting firm to conduct a nationwide search to 
identify a scientist to oversee programs at the Center, and will 
keep you apprised of the outcome of that search.

I greatly value your ideas, input and dedication to Meharry 
Medical College and to the people we serve. We are, and always 
will be, champions for the health and welfare of people whose 
advocates have been few and far between. No matter where 
our research takes us or who our supporters are, this will never 
change. I look forward to updating you on this new initiative and 
others as we continue to do great work together in Nashville 
and around the world.

Sincerely,
James E.K. Hildreth Sr., Ph.D., M.D.
President and CEO

Dr. Hildreth’s Letter to Meharrians on the Juul Grant
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Campus News

On Tuesday, March 5, leaders from Nashville’s health care, 
business, political and religious communities—The Indigent 
Care Stakeholder Work Team—unveiled their vision for 
a new, collaborative safety net system of health care for 
Nashville’s most vulnerable citizens. The report culminates 
a 14-month-long process during which key stakeholders in 
indigent care reimagined how the city of Nashville cares for 
its uninsured and underinsured residents and places the 
needs of patients at center.

 “This is a historic day for the city of Nashville, especially for 
the most vulnerable among us,” said Dr. James E.K. Hildreth, 
president and CEO of Meharry Medical College. “Today 
we unveil a shared vision that for the first time involves 
Nashville’s entire health care community in the care of the 

underserved. At the center of the system is the 
patient, who will become the focus of our renewed 
energy, effort and responsibility. As a city today, we 
resolve to leave no one behind.”

The Stakeholder Work Team was convened by Dr. 
Hildreth in late 2017 in response to concerns over a 
proposal to close inpatient care at Nashville General 
Hospital. Representatives of Nashville General Hospital, 
Nashville’s private hospital systems, the City Council, 
and community and church leaders were invited to 
participate in the group. By design, each team member 
approached indigent care from a unique perspective, 
yet all shared the same goal: to deliver the best 
possible care to those in Nashville who need it most.

For 14 months, the Stakeholder Work Team 
researched best practices for indigent care throughout 

the U.S.; studied funding models in other cities; heard input 
from local, regional and national experts on care delivery; and 
held listening sessions to better understand the real concerns 
of the community.

“As a Stakeholder Work Team, we believe that Nashville must 
become a healthy city for all who live and work here, regardless 
of zip code or ability to pay,” said Richard Manson, a member of 
the Stakeholder Work Team and the Nashville General Hospital 
Authority. “We believe the patient must be the priority and 
center of that care. With this new vision, the city of Nashville is 
now on our way to providing high quality, accessible health care 
to those most in need.”

To read the report, go to https://bit.ly/2I4Owss.

Indigent Care Stakeholder Work Team  releases long-awaited report

Meharry places third in The Home 
Depot’s ‘Retool Your School’ contest, wins 
$50,000 prize

Through the Herculean effort of alumni, friends and 
students posting tweets and voting for a cause, Meharry 

Medical College won a $50,000 prize from The Home 
Depot in their “Retool Your School” contest.

The contest from the home-improvement giant honored 
HBCUs, subdividing more than 70 schools into three 
categories, or “clusters.” The top three vote getters in each 
cluster would win $50,000 each for campus improvements. 
Votes could be cast online at the Retool Your School 
website, or through posting or reposting tweets.

Meharry garnered 396,359 votes in the course of the 
competition, finishing third in our cluster. Coming in first 
was Meharry’s Nashville neighbor, Fisk University, followed 
by Lane College in Jackson, Tennessee.

Plans for the winnings include renovation of the college 
amphitheater. 
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Campus wall mural ad catches attention 
nationally on social media

Drivers on D.B. Todd Jr. Boulevard on the east side of the 
campus have been treated recently to food for thought. On 
the side of the Office of Information and Technology building 
is a mural ad showing the face of a defiant young black boy 
and his refusal to fall victim to stereotypes. The copy reads:

I don’t want to be
a pro quarterback,
a power forward,
an entertainer.

I won’t be limited by
your limitations,
what you think I should be,
what you think I can’t be.

I’m going to be a doctor.

You can’t reach young minds too early.
Work hard in school.
Achieve greatness.

The ad is getting heavy traffic in social media. Dr. James E.K. 
Hildreth, president and CEO of Meharry, said on Twitter, “This 
was me 50 years ago. I am he and he is me. This is truly what 
Meharry is all about!” The image of the ad has garnered 
thousands of impressions.

A longer version of the mural ad for print placement refers 
to MeharryNOW, a pipeline program began by Meharry in an 
effort to encourage black youth to dream big dreams. “We 
want to let young students know now that they really can 
be physicians. Or dentists. Or researchers—before the world 
they see convinces them they can’t; that they can only be 
something else,” the print ad says.

Meharry has adopted two Nashville-area middle schools in 
recent years to encourage young students early on that they 
don’t have to be limited by the expectations of others. During 
this year’s March 29th MeharryNOW Day of Service, faculty, 
staff and students from Meharry “took over” Haynes Middle 
School and Creswell Middle Prep School of the Arts for a day 
of fun and educational health-science based lessons. 

MeharryNOW is one of many programs the college has 
developed to help reverse an ongoing trend demonstrating 
declining numbers of African-American men in medical 

school. According to Dr. Hildreth, when he was in medical 
school in 1978, there were just over 540 black men 
nationwide studying to be physicians. By 2014, the annual 
number of black male medical students had declined by 
almost 10 percent, with every other minority group—
including black women—showing an increase in numbers. 
And, while MeharryNOW and other college programs to 
engage youth aren’t necessarily gender specific, it is hoped 
that the programs can fire up the dreams of young men who 
develop a new interest in science.

Mural ad on the wall of the Office of Information and Technology 
encourages young people not to be defined by stereotypes.

Dr. Hildreth coaches Haynes Middle School student Keyshawn 
Walker in a frog dissection during this year’s MeharryNOW Day 
of Service March 29th. See Nashville Public Radio’s story at 
https://bit.ly/2WKQ52Z
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MAKING
MEHARRY
MADE

The story 
behind 
Joshua 
Anthony, 
M.D. ’15  
and the 
vibrant MMC 
social media 
community.

Joshua Anthony likes building communities, but not with bricks 

and mortar, blueprints or heavy equipment. Anthony is the architect 

of Meharry Made, an independent Instagram community focusing 

on the lives and activities of the college’s alumni, frequently the buzz 

of the day around campus. It’s following—currently 17,000 strong—extends 

beyond the Meharry community to those who aspire to come to the college. 

The phrase “Meharry Made” came from fellow students when Anthony 

himself was at the college studying medicine, he said, “to denote somebody 

that graduated from here—it was a term or phrase that…bound us all together. 

At some point we started using that phrase. I’m not sure who came up with 

it,” Anthony said. “My friends think I came up with it, I don’t remember.” 

Anthony said he came honestly to his interest in social media. “I’ve just always 

been a techie,” he said. During his time as a Meharry student, his work with 

the pre-alumni association involved him a lot with social media—he and a 

colleague launched the first Twitter and Facebook pages for the association,  

he said.

“I think it was in my second year here—I want to say 2012—I really got to 

see the power of social media,” Anthony said. When the city was listening to 

consultants from Atlanta recommending reduction of services at Nashville 

General Hospital, he was tasked with “putting out a community call” by 

Gerald Onuoha, then president of the association. The effort tried to get 

BY KEN MORRIS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY LUCIUS PATENAUDE
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community members involved, creating an 

organization called Meharry Cares. 

“Basically, I created this petition that went out to 

community members to come to the hearings, and 

I think overnight we had somewhere near 1,300 to 

1,500 signatures,” he said, mostly on Facebook. “It 

started with a group of students in the classrooms 

and…it just kind of grew from there.”

He then turned to establishing a group on 

Facebook—the Meharry Alumni Student 

Network—to give alumni and students a platform 

to communicate directly. “This group kind of put 

everybody in one space where we could all talk 

instantly, and ask questions and reach out about 

whatever topic.”

Anthony said one of the benefits of social media is the courage to express one’s 

self through the comfort of anonymity. “You have something between you 

and your audience,” he said. “You don’t have to worry about anxiety or being 

nervous…or even the feeling of intimidation, because as a student or just as a 

new resident…you can potentially feel intimidated walking up to a celebrated, 

successful doctor that’s been doing this for 20-plus years. It kind of takes away 

those inhibitors a little bit.” 

Meharry Made started on Instagram in 2017 after Anthony 

mulled over the concept as a student. “I was…thinking, ‘Man, 

it would be cool if we could kind of see what everybody from 

Meharry is up to, ’cause people from Meharry are spread all 

over the world…doing really great things and we don’t necessarily know it or 

see it,” he said. He decided to create an Instagram account that others could 

easily relate to. Meharrians love the page, Anthony said.

He gets many messages from present and future applicants. They tell him they 

want to come to Meharry because of the images and the stories that they’ve 

seen on Meharry Made. “For me, anyway, it’s always been about relatability,” 

he said. Meharry Made also has a lot of older followers, some in their 70s. 

“I’ve learned a lot of history about Meharry and Meharrians just by way 

of family members, so I’ll have a family member of a Meharrian send me a 

message and say, ‘Hey, my great great uncle attended Meharry back in, you 

know—1920,’ and they’ll have pictures and everything that they send me.”

Recently, he said, he received a message from the niece of a dentist in South 

Carolina. “She had his pictures from when he was in Alpha Phi Alpha 

fraternity here at Meharry—I know they’re about to come up on their 100th 

“I was thinking, 
‘Man, it would 
be cool if we 
could kind 
of see what 
everybody  
from Meharry  
is up to...
people from 
Meharry are 
spread all over 
the world…
doing really 
great things 
and we don’t 
necessarily 
know it or  
see it.”



year anniversary here at Meharry. But he was one 

of the first.”

“There are Meharrians that send messages asking 

if I know alumni somewhere that are practicing, 

and I have alumni that will send messages asking 

how they can get involved with the college 

more,” he said.

His personal background and his study of social 

media platforms are a perfect bridge to younger 

people with their own aspirations. “You just have 

to try to approach them with understanding and 

with relatability, because they are looking for 

positive images and positive role models,” he said.

The images you see growing up “affect how you see 

yourself, they contribute to the value that you give 

yourself and what you think is or isn’t possible for 

you, so for me when I’m talking to younger people, 

I talk to them from the perspective of ‘I came from 

where you are.’ I’ve been there. I didn’t grow up in 

a well-to-do-family.” 

Anthony said he grew up in Huntsville, Alabama 

in a single parent home—his father was 

incarcerated during Anthony’s childhood. His mother, a teacher, gave him a 

Ben Carson book as a child, and he knew he wanted then to be a doctor even 

though he didn’t see that many black doctors growing up. A biochemistry 

major and math minor at Oakwood University, he applied to Meharry School 

of Medicine on the advice of a biology teacher. He graduated from Meharry 

in 2015, but didn’t match until this year. He begins his residency in psychiatry 

at Meharry in July. Along the way, he received an MBA from Northeastern 

University in Boston, starting in 2016 and finishing in 2018. Other work 

included research projects, work at Matthew Walker, a fellow program at 

Meharry and consulting ventures—some projects included social media for 

health care organizations. “I fell into it, but it was a good fit.” 

There are a lot of pages in social media that highlight the achievements of 

black doctors, Anthony said, but with Meharry Made he wanted to make sure 

that becoming a person of science can be an accessible goal for young people 

who might be Instagram followers and worth the work and investment. 

“I just wanted to show that it’s a lot of work, but you also have a lot of fun 

along the way, so it should be something that you still aspire to, regardless of 

your background.”

“When I’m 
talking to 
younger 
people, I 
talk to them 
from the 
perspective 
of ‘I came 
from where 
you are.’  
I’ve been 
there.”
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National Dental Association 106th Annual Convention
Washington, D.C. • July 17-21, 2019 

Renaissance Washington, D.C. Downtown Hotel 
“Bridging Generations: Keeping Cultural Traditions 

Relevant in the New Oral Health Era”

The Meharry National Alumni 
Association presents

The Annual Student Scholarship 
and Alumni Recognition Banquet 

at NDA
Renaissance Washington, D.C. 

Downtown Hotel
“Always Moving Forward”

Friday, July 19, 2019
Dean’s Reception: 7-7:30 p.m.

Dinner: 7:30 p.m.
$140 before July 3rd
$150 after July 3rd

No refunds after July 12th
Contact the Alumni Affairs Office 

at Meharry Medical College, 
615.327.6266 or

Dr. Henry Moses, 615.327.6732; Mary 
Solomon, 615.327.6865

National Medical Association Annual Convention  
& Scientific Assembly 

Honolulu, Hawaii • July 27-31, 2019 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort 

The Meharry National Alumni Association presents

A LuAu
The Student Scholarship Fundraiser 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort

Monday, July 29, 2019
Seating begins at 5 p.m. • Luau beins at 5:30

LIMITED SEATING for only 120 guests
$140 before July 3rd
$150 after July 3rd

No refunds after July 12th
Contact the Alumni Affairs Office at Meharry Medical College, 615.327.6266 or

Dr. Henry Moses, 615.327.6732; Mary Solomon, 615.327.6865
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National Medical Association Annual Convention  
& Scientific Assembly 

Honolulu, Hawaii • July 27-31, 2019 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort 

The Meharry National Alumni Association presents

A LuAu
The Student Scholarship Fundraiser 
Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort

Monday, July 29, 2019
Seating begins at 5 p.m. • Luau beins at 5:30

LIMITED SEATING for only 120 guests
$140 before July 3rd
$150 after July 3rd

No refunds after July 12th
Contact the Alumni Affairs Office at Meharry Medical College, 615.327.6266 or

Dr. Henry Moses, 615.327.6732; Mary Solomon, 615.327.6865
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Scenes from Commencement 2019
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Scenes from Reunion Events



19



20

Scenes from Reunion Picnic 2019
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Student News

Oral Health Day 2019 Continues to Provide Dental Services to Those in Need

The third annual Oral Health Day March 9, 2019—a collaboration 
between Remote Area Medical, the American Student Dental 
Association and the Meharry Medical College School of 
Dentistry—continued to provide oral health services for Middle 
Tennessee’s uninsured.

This year saw the assembled dentists, dental students, professors 
and other health care workers performing just over 600 dental 
services for more than 300 patients with an estimated $162,000 
in value—all for free.

The clinic opened at 7 a.m. and took care of patients on a first-
come-first-served basis throughout the day. Patients braved 
severe weather in the area and stood in line outside of the Henry 
A. Moses, Ph.D. Alumni Center to take advantage of the services.

Here are a few images from 2019 Oral Health Day.

Scenes from Match Day 2019

On March 15th, soon-to-be graduates from the Meharry School of Medicine opened their envelopes to find out where they would be 
spending their residencies. Here are a few photos from the day.
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At Meharry Medical College, we believe you can’t  
reach young minds too early. That’s why we’ve developed  
MeharryNOW with two Nashville-area middle schools. 

We want to let young students know now that they  
really can be physicians. Or dentists. Or researchers— 
before the world they see convinces them they can’t; 
that they can only be something else.

To learn more about MeharryNOW,  
Meharry Medical College or our many 
community initiatives, contact  
Jessica Powell at jpowell@mmc.edu  
or call 615.327.6040.

1005 Dr. D.B. Todd Jr. Boulevard
Nashville, Tennessee 37208

www.mmc.edu

I’m going to be a doctor.



23

Class Notes

1950s
A.D. Brickler, M.D. ’53 has retired at age 90.  He, during his 
decades of practice, delivered over 30,000 babies in the 
Tallahassee, Florida area since 1959 when he joined his fathers 
practice. In 1982 he was named Family Doctor of the Year.

1960s
When Charlie Kennedy, M.D. ’60 was a 
kid, his hopes for a medical career seemed 
an impossible dream. But with the help 
of benevolent strangers along the way, 
scholarships and a fervent determination for 
greatness, Kennedy would become the first 
Black resident at Wake Forest Baptist Medical 

Center and, later, the first Black pediatrician in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina.

Dr. Kennedy and his wife, Willie have raised several million 
dollars for the United Negro College Fund to support, among 
things, college scholarships, like the ones that made his 
medical career possible.

Now retired, Dr. Kennedy provided medical care to 
generations of Winston-Salem children in a long underserved 
area of town after opening his own practice on Highland 
Avenue in the mid 1960s.

Booker T. Poe, M.D. ’63, received a major award from the 
AMA for his long service to the organization. Going forward, 
all the 25- and 50-year service awards given by the AMA will 
be called The “Booker T. Poe, M.D. Award.”   

1970s
Bennie Goggans, D.D.S. ’79, former member of the Board of 
Trustees, and dependable Meharry and Association supporter 
retired from the active practice of Dentistry, December 27, 
2018. He served the Greater Tuscaloosa, Alabama area for 
nearly 40 years. He and his wife, Patricia, who during the 
entire practice was office manager,  are the proud parents 
of Susan Goggans, M.D. ’11 and Joelle Goggans, D.D.S. ’16.  
Congratulations Dr. and Mrs. Goggans!

1980
Emile Risby M.D. ’82, chief medical officer and director of 
the Division of Hospital Services for the Georgia Department 
of Behavioral Health and Development  
Disabilities (DBHDD), was recognized by the Georgia 
Psychiatric Physicians Association as the “Psychiatrist of the 
Year” at  the organization’s winter meeting held February 

16th in Atlanta, Georgia. The statewide 
organization represents Georgia 
psychiatrists and their patients.

Dr. Risby is board certified by the 
American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology in both psychiatry and 
forensic psychiatry.

Dr. Risby attained the rank of colonel in 
the United States Army and is retired 
from the Army Reserve.

1990
Lloyda Broomes Williamson, M.D. ’90, 
professor and chair of psychiatry and 
behavioral sciences at Meharry, was the first 
speaker in a new series presented by The 
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences at Vanderbilt University Medical 

Center. The department has established a named lecture, 
the Dr. Harold Jordan Diversity and Inclusion Lecture at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center. Harold Jordan, M.D. 
’62 was the first African-American resident physician at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, completing a general 
psychiatry residency between 1964 and 1967.  Following 
the 2017 publication of articles about his groundbreaking 
role, the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
decided to institute an annual named lecture in Dr. Jordan’s 
honor celebrating diversity and inclusion. Dr. Jordan is 
married to Mrs. Geraldine Crawford Jordan, RN ’61. 

Rick Stevens, MSPH ’92, was the recipient of two awards 
recently. He was named the national 2019 Becker Awardee 
for African-American Leaders in Healthcare and the St. Louis 
American Stellar Performer in Healthcare for outstanding 
contributions to the metropolitan St. Louis, Missouri 
community. Mr. Stevens is president of Christian Hospital, 
where he is responsible for strategic leadership and daily 
operations of the 220-bed institution. He has more than 20 
years of health care experience. 

Ronald Andrews, M.D. ’96, has been appointed medical 
director for Relief Telemed. Dr. Andrews will oversee 
implementation of the service for patients, clinics and other 
providers.  He will provide clinical strategic guidance for 
the company. He will also oversee the development of both 
clinical practice protocols and the clinical quality program for 
the service.

Joseph Risby 
pictured with father 
Emile Risby, M.D. ’82
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Class Notes

Additionally, Dr. Andrews will oversee creation of the protocols 
for collaborating physician and nurse practitioners. He is also 
tasked with overseeing the streamlining of the service and 
making the process more user friendly for both patients and 
providers.

Relief Telemed is an on-demand, telemedicine platform that 
delivers cost-effective, video visits by connecting patients to 
health care providers via a mobile and web-based platform.

Earl J. Clement II, M.D. ’99, has joined the Palo Pinto General 
Hospital in Mineral Wells, Texas. Dr. Clement is a family practice 
physician.

Joseph Braud Jr., MSPH ’93, D.D.S. ’09 was 
guest speaker at the lunch and learn event held 
on February 21, 2019 by the Division of Student 
Affairs. Dr. Braud is the co-founder of Bayou 
Endodontics and Bayou Braces and Dentistry, 
with six locations in Louisiana.  

2000
Navy Cmdr. Steve Aboona, M.D. ’00, took 
command of Naval Medical Logistics Command, 
Fort Detrick, Maryland March 15, 2019. Naval 
Medical Logistics Command is the Department 
of Defense’s premier medical logistics support 
activity. Its mission is to deliver patient-centered 

logistics readiness solutions to military medicine.

Deann Bullock, M.D. ’03, has been appointed chief medical 
officer at Nashville General Hospital. Dr. Bullock previously 
worked as emergency department director at Nashville General. 
Dr. Bullock returned to Nashville General in 2007 after practicing 
in North Carolina at Naval Hospital, Camp Lejeune.

Jay-Sheree Allen, M.D. ’15, was recently awarded the “40 Under 
40” award. Dr. Allen is a board-certified family medicine physician 
and National Health Service Corps Scholar, and currently 
practices in a rural underserved clinic and critical access hospital 
in Central Minnesota. 

Of the many financial needs of Meharry Medical College, one fund 
supplies the most essential areas of operation — The Vision Fund.
This fund is composed of unrestricted gifts to the college — gifts 
without strings attached. It’s the life-blood of the institution.

The Vision Fund bridges the gap 
between other revenue sources like 
student tuition, clinic revenues and 
restricted gifts and grants.

It allows for flexibility to target special 
needs and is nimble to react to unforeseen 
circumstances and opportunities.

Your gift to The Vision Fund enables us 
to be the best stewards of the mission 
of Meharry to educate future physicians, 
dentists and researchers to care for all—
especially the underserved. We believe 
that health equity is central to alleviating 
suffering. The Vision Fund is KEY to 
Meharry’s continued success.

When you give, you empower us to 
be better at what we do. Give us the 
resources to do just that. You’ll have our 
abiding gratitude and the thanks of all 
Meharrians.

1005 Dr. D.B. Todd Jr. Boulevard
Nashville, Tennessee 37208
Call 615.327.6723
or give online at www.mmc.edu
Click on “GIVE NOW” and note “Vision Fund”  
in the designation field.
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1940s
Aquinaldo O. Barnes, D.D.S. ’49 – DOD – May 26, 2018.   
Survived by his wife, Williamina Barnes, three daughters and 
other loving and caring family, and friends. Reported by his wife.

1950s
Herbert C. Harris, D.D.S. ’59, MSPH—DOD—
March 29, 2019. Dr. Harris practiced in Chicago, 
Illinois, where he served as president of the 
Chicago Alumni Chapter and president of 
the Alumni Association. He also served as a 
member of the Meharry Board of Trustees. Dr. 

Harris was a steadfast supporter of Meharry. He endowed a 
scholarship for students in the School of Dentistry and was a 
member of Meharry’s Guardians of Our Legacy, having given 
more than $100,000 to the college. Dr. Harris had served in 
the U.S. Army during the Korean War, achieving the rank of 
sergeant, enrolling at Meharry after his return from the war. 
After his internship in oral surgery at Harlem Hospital in New 
York City, he returned to Chicago where he practiced for 40 

years. He is survived by his wife, the Rev. Mildred C. Harris, 
and a host of nieces and nephews. (Some information for 
this notice came from the Chicago Sun-Times.)

1960s
Harold Mullins, Sr., M.D. ’61 – DOD – March 
20, 2019. Dr. Mullins practiced internal 
medicine for 35 years with the Lockwood 
Professional Group. He retired from the private 
practice in 2001. He served as medical director 
of the Texas Southern University Health Clinic 

for four years through 2014.  Dr. Mullins is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Laura L. Mullins, one daughter, four sons, 17 
grandchildren, five great grandchildren and a host of nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.  (Reported by classmate Jimmy 
Densler, M.D. ’61)

Hunter E. Malloy, M.D. ’63 – DOD – February 2, 2019.  
Survived by wife, Charlye, two children and other relatives, 
friends and colleagues.

In Memoriam

Alumni News

Images from Dean Mallett’s Roundtable Discussion in Atlanta in April

Other Spring Alumni Events
• March 28th—The Louisville, Kentucky 
Chapter held their spring fundraiser: A 
Day at the Races, A Week of Festivities
• April 27th—The Fourth Annual 
Spring Social for Meharry was held at 
the Spann Family Home in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.
• May 2nd— The Detroit Medical 
Center and Meharry held a reception to 
announce expanded medical training 
opportunities for Meharry students.

Gifts at the Gala: 
Immediate Past President 
Dawn Beatrice Griffin, 
Ph.D., MSPH ’95, gives 
gifts to rising MNAA 
officers: Lewis Hargett, 
M.D. ’87, president; 
Jacqueline Wheler-
Coleman, M.D. ’90, 
president elect; Ethel 
Harris, D.D.S. ’01, first 
vice president and 
Thomas Scott, M.D. ’82, 
secretary.
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Condolences

(From the online obituary courtesy of Anderson 
& Garrett Funeral Home) To the family of Dr. 
Margaret (Kirkcaldy) Hargreaves B.Sc., P.Dt., 
M.S., Ph.D., professor and director of the 
Prevention Research Unit in the Department of 
Internal Medicine at Meharry Medical College, 

focussed on the study of health disparities for key chronic 
diseases. Dr. Hargreaves passed away on May 18, 2019 after a 
brief battle with advanced liver/pancreatic cancer. Her sister 
Sheila (Kirkcaldy) Barker, was with her through her final days.

Growing up in Jamaica as one of three sisters, Margaret was 
a bit of a loner choosing to explore her deep love of reading 
and music. She played the piano beautifully. She married David 
Hargreaves (deceased) after a brief courtship in Montreal, 
Quebec. She had a very unique personality running a de facto 
cat rescue for her 16 fur-babies. She was consummately driven 
and passionate about her medical work. She was a forerunner 
in her field at a time when few if any Black Indigenous People 
of Color peers existed. She was a champion of social justice 

examining health behaviour change in communities impacted 
by multiple barriers. She continues to be a guiding source in the 
community through her presentations and writings.

She is survived by her sister Sheila (Kirkcaldy) Barker, niece 
Siobhan Barker (& son), nephew Kavan Barker (wife Debbie, 
daughter & son) and niece Peta-Gay Givans (mother Carla 
(Kirkcaldy) Givans- deceased, and children). Gone from our sight 
but not from our hearts. 

A Celebration of Margaret’s life will be held in the Fall of 2019.

To the family of Jo Ann Hayes, who worked 
in the School of Dentistry for more than 20 
years. Ms. Hayes passed away May 5, 2019. 
She is survived by two sons, a daughter, three 
grandchildren and a host of relatives and friends.

In Memoriam

1970s
Mark Ellis, M.D. ’70 – DOD – May 6, 2019. Dr. 
Ellis was a family medicine doctor in North Las 
Vegas, Nevada. He received his medical degree 
from Meharry Medical College in 1970 and  did 
his residency in Kansas City, Missouri.  After his 
residency, Dr. Ellis entered the U.S. Air Force 

and served two years as captain. After completing his military 
service, Dr. Ellis remained in Las Vegas practicing medicine there, 
continuing for more than 20 years until his passing. 

William Lynn Weaver, M.D. ’78—DOD—May 
25, 2019. Dr. Weaver was an honor graduate of 
the Meharry School of Medicine. He joined the 
School of Medicine faculty, beginning his teaching 
career. He served as interim senior associate 
dean at Ross University School of Medicine at 

Ross University, Dominica, West Indies, and eventually was 
a faculty member, professor and chair of the Department of 
Surgery at the Morehouse School of Medicine. Dr. Weaver 
served as a major in the U.S. Army Medical Corps and as chief 
of general surgery service at Blanchfield Army Medical Center 
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He retired as chief of surgery at 
the North Carolina Veterans Administration Medical Center in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. Dr. Weaver is survived by his wife, 
Kathryn, three sons, two daughters, an adopted daughter, four 

grand-children, a brother, many nieces, nephews and cousins. 
(Some information for this notice came from Legacy.com.)

Chester C. Turner, D.D.S. ’79—DOD—April 13, 
2019. Dr. Turner was affectionately referred to as 
the “smile dentist” by his patients. He graduated 
in the top 10 percent of his class at Meharry, and 
served in the U.S. Navy Dental Corps for three 
years. His entire career spanned 40 years. Dr. 

Turner also served as president of the Meharry Alumni Chapter 
of the Greater Cincinnati, Ohio Metropolitan Area. He is survived 
by a daughter, Robyn Turner Mayes, D.D.S. ’09; son Brian, a 
brother, ex-spouse, two grand-children, many nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends. (Some information for this notice came 
from Legacy.com.)

1970s
Ehrman H. Eldridge Jr., M.D. ’80—DOD—April 
26, 2019. Dr. Eldridge practiced obstetrics and 
gynecology in Columbus, Georgia. He was 
a founding member of the Meharry Alumni 
Chapter in Columbus. Dr. Eldridge served 11 
years in the U.S. Army, reaching the rank of 

major. He is survived by his wife, Patricia, three daughters, 
a granddaughter, two sisters, nieces and a nephew. (Some 
information for this notice came from Legacy.com.)
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Dues and Donation Form

l  Donation to General Scholarship for Meharry Medical College

 You may give online at: http://www.mmc.edu/about/give-to-meharry

l  Donation to Henry Moses Discretionary Fund

l  Donation to SELF-Student Emergency Loan Fund

l  Payment for Dues

l  Other

Name:  __________________________________________________       Date:  ________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ____________________________________  Fax:  ______________________________________

E-mail Address:  ________________________       Specialty: _______________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

l  Please make checks payable to Meharry National Alumni Association, Inc.

l  Please charge my donation and/or association dues to:

	 l  American Express l  MasterCard l  Visa

Amount Paid:  _______________________________  Exp Date:  _________________________________

Account Number:  ____________________________________  Number on Back:  ___________________  

Name as it appears on card:  __________________________________________________________________

Signature:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Return to: Meharry National Alumni Association, Inc.
c/o Meharry Medical College
1005 Dr. D. B. Todd Jr., Blvd.

LRC 622
Nashville, TN 37208

Or fax to: (615) 327-6621
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